VOL. 22 No. 1042 — TUESDAY, JULY 3, 2001 


Lee Sterrey: Marconi’s newly appointed Soccer 
consultant. 


Angelo Costanzo: Off to 
Perugia? 
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at the ‘Palace’ 


By John Economos 


‘ARCONI has been 
forced to drastically 
cut its expenditure 


budget on Soccer for the new 
season which has culminated 
over recent weeks with an exo- 
dus of players parting compa- 
ny with the ‘Palace’ 

Some 12 players have, or are 
about to leave Marconi. 

Marconi last season saw its 
players’ payroll list balloon out 
to the level where the Club 
ended up having a massive 27° 
players under contract, far too 
many for any club in the NSL to 
support. 

Immediate drastic, and most 
unprecedented, (for Marconi), 
economic cutbacks, have been 
instigated by the Club’s Board of 
Directors. 

Former Newcastle United 


Buddy Farah: Soon to join 
Wollongong. 


y 


Archie Thompson: Gone 
to Belgium. 


Sean Babic: Gone to 
Wollongong. 


Kris Trajanovski: Could be 
moving to the Spirit. 


coach Lee Sterrey, was last 
month appointed by Marconi as 
‘Consultant’ following the 
departure of incumbent coach, 
Eddie Kmeevic. 

The first assignment handed 
to Sterrey, was the unenviable 
and arduous task of ‘shrinking’ 
Marconi’s large playing staff. 

Over the past three weeks 
Sterrey has held serious negotia- 
tions with all of the Marconi 
players, in his desperate bid to 
‘shrink’ Marconi’s extravagant 
pay-roll. 

When the smoke cleared, at 
least ten players had left the 
Club with the possibility of 
another two or three that could 
still be on the way out. 

Last night Sterrey stated to 
ABSW: “We can no longer 
afford the luxury of running a 
large squad. 

“It's been a tough job (the cut- 
backs), I've had to face since the 
days of demise of the old 
Newcastle Breakers. 

“Now as a past player and 
coach at Marconi, it’s going to 
be a real challenge for me to put 
ina platform of young talent.” 

Sterrey is street smart and 


, knows the Marconi environment 


exceptionally well. 


“T aim to stabilise the football 
sector of the Club for this com- 
ing season. 

“In so doing I'll be striving to 
put in place a platform for the 
growth of this Club to reach its 
full potential and level which 
this Club has in years gone by, 
become accustomed to, 

“The Marconi Club has a tra- 
dition of League championship 
winning teams. 

“Within 12 months I hope to 
put Marconi back up to where it 
belongs. 

“If our supporters can under- 
stand and accept my responsibil- 
ities under these difficult cir- 
cumstances, we will be in a 
much healthier position in 1% 
months time,” ended Sterrey. 


Gone are: 

Defenders: Pan Kuen Kim 
(retired), Buddy = Farah 
(Wollongong), Simon Bell 
(Northern Spirit). 

Midfielders: Todd Brodie 
(released), Angelo Costanzo 
(expected to join Perugia-Italy), 
John Gibson, (out of contract, 
currently playing in the Northern 
NSW with Weston Bears), 
Junior (released), Vlado Zoric 
(Singapore). 


= ? £ 


Uruguayan player, Oliveira being stretchered-off the pitch during Sunday's crucial 
World Cup qualifying game against Brazil. He was involved in a clash of heads and 
fainted during the game. (See page 18 for match details). 


Royce Brownlie: Going for 
trials to the U.K. 

Strikers: Archie Thompson 
(Belgium), Sean Babic 
(Wollongong), Harry Karl 
(released), -Royce Brownlie 
(expected to soon leave for trials 
in the U.K.), Kris Trajanovski 
out of contract but could move to 
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Adriano (left): Brazil youth sensation whose two goals 
helped eliminate the U20 Socceroos last week. 


Brazil ‘too strong’ for 
Young Socceroos 


USTRALIA were elimi- 
Aw from the FIFA 

World Youth 
Championship, last week after 
going down 4-0 to favourite 
Brazil in a Round of 16 game, in 
Argentina. 

The Young Socceroos con- 
tained Brazil to one goal in the 
first half, but were unable to match 
their South American opponents in 
the second, conceding three goals 
in the space of 21 minutes. 

“We did well in the first half, 
but they were just too strong for us 
in the second,” said coach Ange 
Postecoglou after the match. 

Adriano scored a goal in each 
half to lift his tournament tally to 
five goals, his first at the 27th 
minute mark when he drilled the 
ball past Australian keeper Jess 
Vanstrattan, and his second in the 
67th minute, again left Vanstrattan 
with no chance, 

Brazil's other goals came from 
Kaka, whose close range shot 
made it 2-0 to Brazil 10 minutes 
into the second half, with the 


XYRAKIS BACKS COSMOS’ 


NSL COMEBACK BID 


By Graham Cooke 


he president of the 
largest Greek club in 
Australia, Manuel 


Xyrakis, has come out solidly 
behind the retention of the 
Canberra Cosmos in the 
National Soccer League, 
Xyrakis, who heads 

the 30,000-member 

Hellenic Club of & 
Canberra, also 
cautioned 
against repeat- 
ing the mistakes 


“We back the Cosmos with 
$70,000 in sponsorship, and it’s 
right that clubs of our size 
should do that, but never a com- 
plete takeover.” 

He said no licensed club 
could survive in Canberra sim- 
ply by appealing to one ethnic 
community — “the Hellenic 

Club decided long ago 


club with a Greek 
atmosphere to the 
community at 
large and we 
have prospered 
by it” — similarly 


BBE pe emmnorts 
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to give the then Canberra “ OS ial 2 sD Ueice 


City some financial stability, the 
club were taken over by the 
local Greek community. 

“The Cosmos should remain 
independent...they belong to all 
the people of Canberra,” he 
said. 


“T wasn’t a particularly good 
footballer, but my father loved 
the game and my brothers 
played it. When I go out on 
Saturday mornings and see all 
the kids playing I know that so 


many of them have dreams 
about going on to the top levels, 


* and the Cosmos are a crucial 


part of those dreams. 

“If the club were to disap- 
pear, what would we say to all 
those youngsters?” 

The Hellenic Club are cur- 
rently planning major exten- 
sions and are negotiating with 
the ACT Government and the 
ACT Australian Football 
League to take over the nearby 
Phillip Oval. 

“There are some difficulties 
at the moment, because the 
lease currently specifies that it 
must be used solely for 
Australian football, and we 
want to change that,” Xyrakis 
said, 

“Obviously we want to see 
soccer played there, but not to 
the exclusion of other sports.” 
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fourth scored in the 74th minute 
by Eduardo. 

“Brazil scored a great goal just 
before the thirty minute mark, but 
we pretty much dominated the rest 
of the half, and created two or 
three good opportunities, but we 
needed to take one of them”, con- 
tinued Postecoglou. 

“We went into the half-time 
break confident that we could con- 
tinue to match it with them, we'd 
have the wind behind us and could 
put them under pressure, but it just 
didn’t happen, 

“Their No.9, Adriano, was too 
strong, and once they scored the 
second goal, we were basically 
chasing the game, and while we 
continued to go forward in trying 
to score. they opened us up on the 
counter attack,” he continued. 

“Wayne Srhoj was outstanding 
for the whole game, he gave away 
virtually no possession, and 
‘Adgan Madaschi was very strong 
at the back, and really, everyone 


worked very hard, but at the end of 
the day, they were the better team, 
and we have to accept that. 

“Brazil is one of the tournament 
favourites, and | feel that they will 
go close to winning this tourna- 
ment, but in saying that, they did 
struggle at times when we put 
them under pressure, so they may 
come undone against a stronger 
side.” Postecoglou concluded. 

AUSTRALIA: | Jess 
Vanstrattan (gk); Mark Byrnes, 
Adrian Madaschy, Patrick 
Kisnorbo (Jon MeKain 82’), 
Ahmad Elrich, Wayne Srhoj (cap- 
tain), Luke Wilkshire, Gareth 
Edds, Daniel Vasilevski, Nick 
Carle (Kevo Gulesserian 61’), 
Joshua Kennedy (Greg Owens 
58’). 

BRAZIL: Rubinho (gk); 
Maicon, Edu Dracena (captain), 
Marquinhos (Santos 85"), 
Eduardo, Pinga, _ Fernando, 
Adriano, Robert (Oliveira 76°), 
Luizao, Kaka (Baptista 78°) 


PETKOVIC DEAL 
DOMINATE SOUTHS, 
OLYMPIAKOS TALKS 


Melbourne 
nt, Mr. George 
Vasilopoulos, and his 
team of club delegates 
returned to Melbourne last 
week delighted with the out- 
fcome of their meeting in 
Athens with one of Europe’s 
top clubs, Olympiakos. 
Interestingly enough, the 
exchange of players was a huge 


talking point, with the Greek 
giants showing 


interest in 
2000/2001 NSL Goalkeeper of 
the Year Michael Petkovic for 
next season’s —_ European 
Champions League 
Vasilopoulos, who was joined by 
club Chairman Mr. Peter 
Mitrakas, FIFA accredited agent 
Mr. George Christopoulos and 
Greek Counsel-General Mr. 
Dimitris Anninos, said the meet- 
ing was extremely positive, as 
was indicated by its lengthy six- 
hour duration. 

The meeting, which was lead 
story on all Greek television net- 
works as well as.front page of all 
major Athens newspapers. cov- 
ered a large range of issues 
including the set-up of a special- 
ist football academy, cross-mé 
keting and merchandise i 


lives, and the prospect of 


Michael Petkovic: 
Wanted by Olympiakos, 
Olympiakos exhibition matches 

in Australia, 

Club Chairman Mr. Peter 
Mitrakas said the most amazing 
thing was that they did not 
expect to meet the President of 
Olympiakos, Mr.  Sokrates 
Kokkalis, but after an absence of 
over two weeks, he arrived in 
Athens that very day. 

“Only being there for a day, 
he (Mr. Kokkalis) was already 
involved in intense meetings 
over players and other important 
items — with — Olympiakos 
Managing Director, Mr. George 
Louvaris, and senior coach Mr. 
Takis Lemonis," said Mr. 
Mitrakas. 


MICH D’AVRAY 
Date of Birth: 19 February 1962 


Career to Date: 

1977 - 1990 Ipswich Town 
Football Club. Winner of UEFA 
Cup - 1981 

1991 Accredited Coerver coach 
- South Africa 

1992 Coached ~~ Moroka 
Swallows FC. Came 2nd in 
League ~ 

1993 Appointed coach of Cape 
Town Spurs FC. Came 2nd in Lge 

Appointed coach of the 
National U-23 team - part-time 
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1994 Coached Cape Town Spurs to double of League 
and Bob Save Super Bowl. 


1976-77 Senior Coa 
1977-82 Manager Newcastle (KB) Utd NSL 
1982-84 Coach West Adelaide 


1996 Appointed full-time South Africa U-23 team 


assistant coach 


2001 - 


Appointed coach of Perth Glory. 


ALAN VEST 


Date of Birth: 5 September 1939 
1969-71 Player-Manager Rugby Town FC (Southern 
Lge. UK) 


1998-01 Join Perth Glory as Development Officer and 


1971-74 Player-Manager Gisborn City SC New 


Zealand 


Mich D’Avray: 
Chief coach. 


24 NIA 


Captain New Zealand National team 
1974-76 Director of Coaching - WA 


Alan Vest: 
Assistant coach. 


ich Rochdale FC (English Div. 3) 


South Australia State 
coach 
1984-88 NSW Director of 
Coaching 

New South Wales State 
coach > 
1989-90 Coach Floreat Athena 

Coach Perth Italia 
1991-98 Manager Sarawak 
(Malaysian National League) 
1999-2000 Manager Geyland Utd 
‘Singapore National League) 


LP Senator 
for South 
Australia, 


Chris Schacht, has 
urged the Federal 
Government to hold 
an independent 
inquiry into the 
future of Soccer in 


Australia. 

Senator Schacht made 
this call after it was 
announced that a number of 
State Soccer Federations 
had called for a spill of the 
Board of Soccer Australia. 


the operation of the 
National Soccer League. 

The Senator asked the 
Minister, Senator Nick 
Minchin, whether the 
Government would support 
an independent inquiry into 
the future of Soccer in 
Australia, or puta reference 
to the appropriate Senate 
committee. 

Senator Minchin took the 
question on notice and said 
the Government would 
respond later. 

“The call by some State 
Soccer associations for a 
spill of the Board of 


Senator Schacht, at a Australian Soccer, further 
“Senate Estimates’ hearing, demonstrates that some- 
raised the issue of the insta- thing is seriously amiss in 
bility of Australian Soccer, the administration of 
particularly as it related to Australian Soccer. 


Futsal Indoor Soccer — 
Coaches and Managers 


Australian Futsal Indoor Soccer Youth Teams will be 
touring New Zealand, Brazil, Canada and Thailand in 
November/December 2001. The teams will be 13,14, 
U15,16 & 19-year-old males, and 15,17 & 19-year-old 
females. 


Applications are invited from suitably qualified and 
experienced persons to act as Managers and Coaches 
for these teams. 


You must be committed to Futsal Indoor Soccer and be 
available between August and November for team 
preparation, and during November/December to travel 
‘overseas with the teams. 


Applications detailing qualifications and experience 
should be addressed to: 
The Secretary 
Australian Indoor Soccer (Futsal Five-A-Side) 
Assoc. Inc. 
6 Henley Close, 
Castle Hill NSW 2154 


Applications close 18th July 2001 


For further information, contact Stan Fisk on 
9629 1800, Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm 


Australian Indoor Soccer (Futsal Five A Side) Association Inc. 


The Wollongong Wolves 
will be holding trials for 


the 2001-2002 National 
Youth League Sauad 


Any players born on or 
after 1.11983 wishing to 
trial please contact the 
Wolves’ office for further 
information. 


@ 02 4226 3988 


“The administration of 
Soccer is an important issue 
because this coming year it 
will receive $1.8 million of 
Federal funding to develop 
the sport in Australia.” 

The South Australian 
Senator added: “It must be 
very frustrating for Soccer 
fans in Australia that when 
‘our national team has just 
achieved great success at 
the Confederation Cup and 
is about to enter the next 
stage of qualification for 
the World Cup, the admin- 
istration of Australian 
Soccer seems to be falling 
apart.” 

Senator Schacht said 
since he had raised the 


issue at the “Senate 
Estimates’ hearing early 
last month, he had received 
many messages of support 
from Australian Soccer 
fans. 

Senator Schacht said he 
would again contact 
Senator Minchin and the 
Sport Minister, Jackie 
Kelly, on the matter. 

He called on ordinary 
Soccer fans to also contact 
Senator Minchin and Mrs 
Kelly in support of reform 
of Australian Soccer. 

Last week Senator 
Schacht was interviewed on 
SBS by Sports presenter, 
Les Murray. 


Parramatta Melita 
Eagles Secure 
Manchester United @ 
Partnership 


anchester United 
Football Club 
and the 


Parramatta Melita Eagles 
Soccer Cluby last week 
were pleased to announce 
that they have formed a 
‘partnership’. 


Vex 


The two clubs have 
entered into a ‘Co-operation 
Agreement’ for a period of 
five years. 

Under the terms of this 
Agreement, Manchester 
United has appointed the 
Parramatta Eagles as its sole 
representative in Oceania 
for the purposes of identify- 
ing, developing and training 
talented young players who. 
may in time,- graduate for 
the Parramatta Eagles 


Academy to playing for 
Manchester United in the 
FA Premier League. 
Parramatta Eagles, who 
operate from their impres- 
sive Melita Stadium com- 
plex at South Granville, 
have a long and successful 
record of providing quality 
Soccer players who have 
gone on to further their 


careers overseas or in the 
Australian National Soccer 
League. 


South Australian Senator, Chris Schacht: Most concerned about Soccer's 
administration, 


EASTERN SUBURBS SOCCER F.A. ce , 
www.essfa.com UY 


The ESSFA is seeking the services of a qualified Development Officer for the 2002 
season. We envisage that the successfull applicant would hold a state license in 
coaching. 


Area Development Officer 2002 


Duties will include:- 


* Oversee development and coaching of all players 


* Set out a training and fitness plan for€ach age at Club and Representative 
level 


Enfofce a positive style of play 
Work closely with Club Development Officers and Representative Coaches _ 


Be part of the selection panel for Club Development Officers and 
Representative Coaches 


Monitor Representative Coaches’ performances 

Help arrange coaching camps during school holidays 

Set up plan to formalise coaching accreditation 

Set up monthly meeting with Club Development Officers and 
Representative Coaches 


Supply monthly reports to Association on activities, progress and future 
plans 


Plan and implement a fair and credible selection process for players at 
Representative level 


If you have what it takes to be part of this go forward association 
please send your C.V. to: 
The Secretary ESSFA 
P.O. Box 107 
Kingsford NSW 2032 
by Friday the 20th of July. 
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The Good Oil ... The Goo 


OLOMBIA is a coun- 

try that in recent 
months has been scrapped 
by many travel agents 
throughout the planet as a 
desirable nation —_ for 
tourists to visit, 

Dogged by its accelarat- 
ed, (and infamous), reputa- 
tion as being the World’s 
leading export nation of 
cocain, Colombia nonethe- 
less could be the country 
which Australia must face 
come late Noyember or 
early December, 

Despite Uruguay’s1-0 
win over Brasil yesterday, 
(Monday), in a World Cup 
qualifier, Colombia could 
still largely loom as 
Australia’s likely opponent 
in our last hurdle towards 
Japan/Korea. 

Last weekend, the Copa 
America for 2000 was 
rapidly scrapped due to the 
fact that Colombia, (as the 
host nation), is now consid- 
ered as.a high security risk. 

South American Soccer 
authorities only —_ last 


Sunday were reluctantly ~ 


forced to abandon the pres- 
tigious Copa America till 
next year, 

Graye security fears had 
embroiled this South 
American tournament fol- 


lowing recent kidnappings” 


and even car-bombings 
that have ripped across 
Colombia this year, 

The Copa America was 
due to be staged in 
Colombia in August. 

But where on Earth does 
that leave Frank Farina 
and his Australian World 
Cup squad? 

Farina today must be 
more than a little con- 
cerned, 

Farina had planned to 
fly next month across to 
Colombia on a spying mis- 
sion, 

He had hoped to have 
been able to closely moni- 
tor the South American 
tournament which would 
have included Australia’s, 
(for now), unknown oppo- 
nent, 

The Copa America 
would haye been extremely 
invaluable for Farina to 
study. 


Now come late 
November, or — early 
December, when Australia 
has to clash with the fifth 
best South American 
nation, Farina will have to 
fly largely blind. 

The young Australian 
World Cup manager stated 
to ‘Good Oil’ last night: 

“Of course I’m disap- 
pointed the Copa America 
was cancelled. 

“It would haye been an 
ideal opportunity for me to 


see the teams in action. 
Now we must have a 
change of game plan.” 
Farina then went on to 
add: “We have a match 
against Japan scheduled 
for August 15th, in Japan, 
and my people are trying to 
line up another match with 
some country in September 
or October before we meet 
France in November in 
Melbourne,” Farina ended. 


a 


Since leaving Adelaide 
City, Alvisi’s European 
crusade has taken him to 


Standard Liege, Royal 
Antwerp, Cremonese and 
Portsmouth. 


Michael Owens: Liverpool's sensational 21 year old England striker. 


IVERPOOL, fresh from 
their spectacular and 
successful triple-Cup Finals 
last season, has been sched- 
uled for August 24th to meet 


their German opponent 
Bayern Munich for the Super 
Cup. 


As winners of the UEFA 
Cup, Liverpool will lock 
homs with Bayern who took 
out last season’s European 
Cup Final. 

0400 

OHN ALOISI, 

Australian World Cup 
striker, last week signed for 
Osasuna- in the Spanish 
First division. 

The stylish former 
Adelaide City goal-ace, left 
Australia to play in Europe 


Aloisi was loudly 
rumoured in recent weeks 
that he would almost cer- 
tainly be sold to Crystal 
Palace. 

But the 25 year old 
marksman elected to leave 
his English club Coventry 
City and join the 
Spaniards, 

0000 
Rae Marconi Colts 
player, Srecko Mitrovic, 
has recently been snapped up 
by Italian Serie A side 
Perugia on a three year con- 
tract. 

The 17 year old exception- 
ally talented central mid- 
fielder most surprisingly had 
never been selected for any 
NSW State side, let alone for 
the Australian Under 17s. 

Even more startling is the 
fact that at his Club Marconi, 
young Srecko rarely started 
for his team in the National 
Youth League, 

Mitrovic, a student at 
Westfields Sports High, very 
early this year was spotted by 
talent scouts. 

Trevor Morgan of 
Westfields Sports High 
informed “Good Oil’ that a 
series of trials in Italy were 
arranged for Mitrovic from 
last March through to early 
May. 

Now back in Sydney, 
Mitrovic is preparing to 
return to Italy within two 
weeks to report for pre-sea- 
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Bobby Catlin: No longer wanted by Newcastle United. 


Nick Theodorakopoulos: 
~ To coach in Greece. 


Scotty Chippertield: Signs with Swiss side. 


John Aloisi: Leaves England for Spain. 


son training with Perugia. 
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COTT  CHIPPER- 

FIELD, voted over the 
past two seasons as the 
NSL’s ‘Player Of the Year’, 
last week surprisingly 
securred a four year con- 
tract with Swiss side, F.C. 
basel. 

The mobile attacking 
international left midfield- 
er, was fully expected to 
sign with a French first 
division side. 

However the former bus 
driver from the South 
Coast of NSW, stunned one 
and all when he elected to 
join the Swiss club, 

O000 
ICK THEODOR- 
AKOPOULOS, former 


coach of — Wollongong 
Wolves, at last has secured a 
job after having sat out on 
the sidelines for the past year. 

Theodorakopoulos late 
last week was appointed 
head coach of Greek, first 
division side Kalithea: 

The small Southern 
Athenian side has never 
competed in the Greek 
Premier League. 

However it is understood 
that officials of this tiny Club 
have most serious and ambi- 
tious plans to gain promotion 
into the Big League at the 
end of the céfning season, 

Theodorakopoulos, — (a 
travel agent by profession), 
is due back in Sydney later 
this week, 

Q000 
EWCASTLE UNITED 
has moyed fast during 

the off season and have 
already signed up six new 
players, 

With giant goalkeeper 
Bobby Catlin being sur- 
prisingly released by. 
Newcastle, the Club has 
signed Daniel Beltrame 


from the NSW South 
Coast. 

Mobile defender 
Matthew Bingley has 


joined Newcastle from the 
Northern Spirit as has the 
Parramatta Power’s pacey 
striker, Joel Griffiths, 

Sydney Olympic’s cen- 
tral marker Scotty Baillie 
and Wollongong Wolves’ 
left wingback Robbie 
Middelby haye also signed 
on the dotted line for the 
Novocastrians, 

Another surprise signing 
has been that of the 
Power’s playmaker, Milan 
Blagojevic. 

Qa03 
ILUB MARCONI last 
‘week was rumoured that 
it was going to be targetted 
by Rugby League outfit, the 
Canterbury Leagues Club. 

An official from the 
Canterbury Leagues Club 
would state only: 

“We've had discussions 
with Marconi about a possi- 
ble involvement together, a 


= : ABSW (&) : 


sporting and club involve- E sidered as ‘off-limits’, or is ES MURRAY, SBS’ : 

ment in Western Sydney.” r it, ‘off-side"? hs Head of Sport, was last : 
However club Marconi’s The new body, the Friday night honoured for 

president, Tony Labbozzetta, = “Professional Game Match his ‘20 years On Air’ for z 


Officials Board” in its the SupetSoccer Channel, 
endeavour to help lift the Inaprivate Room within 
officiating standards within the five star plush Inter 
the Premier League, is rec- Continental Hotel in 
ommending that its referees Sydney, SBS personnel 
are to be instructed not to organised a ‘Surprise 
take their partners along with Dinner’ for Murray which 
them when they stay in would you believe actually 
hotels for the ‘away matches’ worked? 
as from next season, Was Murray surprised 
‘This strange recommenda- when he walked into the 
tion is being brought into. Room escorted by John 


emphatically stated: 

“Nothing has been tabled to 
Club Marconi, 

ole J conomos 

“There may be aninterest, | 2Z_Sab~Zeemernee 


but nothing has crossed my Aastralia’s ualenuinanee 
desk.” r 
Over'the past three or four ‘Soccer body ae ; 


4 Australian Futsal 
years, Club Marconi had federation (ARR) — and 


fate we into a aes FIFA has been forged. 
of vast and expansive build- Previously: this. aseocia: 


Liao Sle ss tion was through Soccer 
These massive projects 


Australia, i force to stop the League's Warren. 
& tice new professional referees An intimate group of 
é a ES from becoming ‘distracted’ some specially selected 90 
. e before the big games. guests, including SBS’ very 


Whistle-blowers in the first Executive Sports 
Premier League as from next Producer Peter Skelton of 
season will be paid an annual Skelton Productions back 
retainer of a lofty $92,300. in 1980, together with first 

The huge rise in fees has Producer, John Rowley, 
been designed as a radical were among the special 


EIN initiative in assisting to raise guests. 
the standards of refereeing in Tt was the job of former 
i. the Big League. Australian World Cup cap- 
‘ Q000 tain John Warren, SBS’s 
4 q . ke match analyst, to ¢on 


int 


SS 
by 


Tony Labbozzetta: Club Marconi’s president. 


rocketted the Club's Bank CeNal ences THE 
overdraft to almost $25 mil- rade the announcement in 
Won. Zurich on 13th June, 2001, 
% lie —— peau saying that Australia would 
in the club industry over the Noltow. theme. Braallan 


tae 12 months, Club Model’, which separates 
arcon! fas experience” the indoor and outdoor 
some problems in financially odes 


digesting the huge capital This means that the AFF 
spending of its vast develop- can GmNeTE RE and TCTOE 
ren prulects: Futsal Indoor Soccer in 


have ahead fen sneneg Alstralia without reference 
by heClubitall areas ofits, '© “ther sporting bodies 


operations, including severe ™ oe 
cuts to its budget for running 

Soccer for the coming new A i] 

season. S A 


Last season, Soccer cost FUTSA Lt 


Marconi just over $3 million. i Te, Satie byes See 2 
It's Teloved that this fig FIVE A SIDE Jamaican forward Deon Burton, controls the ball during the World Cup 
urchas now been slashed (02 Uae qualifier versus Trinidad and Tobago at the Queen's Park Oval, in Port of Les Murray: Honoured for the ‘20 Years on Air’. 
rigid and much more man- 5 ii Spain, Trinidad Saturday. Jamaica won 1-2. ue 
é A Bill Dalgliesh, Secretary ers and representations 
ae Of Just On 8 ofthe AFF said in Sydney: were then made to FIFA 
; _, “This is a great day for for di ition 
Former Neweasle United puts Indoor Soocer,itisa "Indoor Seven” also 
Mgt Sine, sascast goal we have worked known as Futsal, is the 
month appointed bythe Club towards ora long time and fastest growing football” 
& ae Pee fl now with the recognition of code in the world, accord- 
Macon ie aan ‘5 LEB) SAD Con an ty bo RIVA 
Newsauilo’ nes yeartacnmegee et Tee 


was given a special assign- holders determining our YDNEY OLYMPIC’s 


Murray that they were 
attending just a ‘charity 
dinner’, * 

Warren made a very 
nostalgic, gravitating 
speech that traced back 
through the 31 years that 
he’d known Murray, well 
blended with facts and 
large dollops of humour. 


snmedi destiny.” ding shift to Cronulla i ishing’ i 
ment to immediately cut Denis se Video well-wishing clips 
back Marconi’s large and. 7e AFF Rad been an Rugby League's _home- came in from welkknown 
expensive NSL playing staff 4S0ce met ground, Shark Park, is not a if English commentators and 


Australia for over 12 years, done deal as yet. pa 6 
but at their AGM on 24th Olympic’s General man- Peter leoep ei 
February this year,Soccer ager, Peter Raskopoulos, Sy are eer 
australia removed the AFF — stated to ‘Good Oil’ last manager. 


colleagues of Murray’s 
such as the polished Martin 
Tyler, Paul Dempsey and 


_ members by some 12 play- 
ers. (see story Page 1). 
Last Sunday morning 


Club Marconi held an infor- 5 “Their Board of Directors Gerry Harrison. 
= as a member. : eit Board of Di e 
mal Meeting of Members 10 goer ‘asivalia as have done the demo- Will meet tomorrow night to _ As ee i parte vas 
officially convey to them 5 sunced that it intended pelican ie aurea ok fully discuss our proposal,” scene fe ie leg- 
Club’s current financial posi- te Futsal 2 ended Raskopoulos. endary Pele. ; 
tion. eo Vaan hi ee a’ encouraging. Qugg a - Murray’s moving long 
if ‘ommission within Soccer fe < ae i 
ete) Australia, similar to the er © frat nepocn’ wg [Tsems thatthe wives or Li : TBS gost lt 
IFA Victory for Indoor Nc¥ Commission. Cronulla, which we will -egitlfiends of all the Brazil national team’s coach Luis Scolari speaks to Sprinkled with philosophi- 
Soccer, Following” ““qnis was vigorously tee ia ss We Wi" Referees operating in the the media during a news conference in cal flavouring, was also 
lengthy negotiations, a oppoded by the ABE and nasa oo England Premier League, are Montevideo, Uruguay, following Brazil's 0-1 loss _most grabbing. 
direct affiliation between the majority of stakehold- y y): these days going to be con- to Uruguay. 
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SOCCEROOS 
REVISIT MCG 


ustralia will revisit 

the stadium of 

dreams that nearly 
four years ago became the 
colosseum of its worst night- 
mare, 

In November, 1997, at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, 
the Socceroos surrendered a 
two-goal lead to draw 2-2 with 
Tran and failed to qualify for 
the 1998 World Cup in France. 
They will return to Australia’s 
most famous stadium to play 
France on November 11 in an 
international friendly and for 
the vital World Cup 2002 qual- 
ifier against South America’s 
fifth-best nation, Victoria's 
acting premier John Thaites 
confirmed last week. 

“November and December 
will be a month of super soccer 
in Melbourne,” Thyaites said. 

“The Socceroos will play 
France on November 11 at the 
MCG and sometime later in 
November or early December 
they will again be at the MCG 
to play the fifth-best South 
American team in their bid to 
take a place in the world cup 
(in South Korea and Japan) 
next year,” he said. 

Having beaten Les Blues 1- 
0 during the Federations Cup, 
Australia’s captain Paul Okon 
said it was very important to 
get another crack at the French 
at the MCG, where Australia 
will again try and qualify for 
the World Cup. 

France is expected to come 
to Melbourne at full strength, 
since it will use the game as 
part of its warm-up towards its 
title defence, 

As the ladder stands so far 
in South America’s qualifying 
rounds, Brazil, Uruguay or 
Colombia loom as Australia’s 
likely opponent in the two- 
legged contest. 

Asked whether he was 
superstitious about the MCG, 
where Australia’s 2-2 draw 
with Iran in 1997 and failure to 
qualify for the 1998 world cup 
lingers like a poltergeist, Okon 
said, “We are thrilled to come 
back at the MCG. The 
Melbourne public are great 
soccer supporters and we owe 
them a win after that draw and 
qualify for the world cup.” 

In Australia’s lead-up 
towards the qualifying match 
after France, the Socceroos 
may also play a home match 
against Japan in August as 
well as assemble at two train- 
ing camps in Europe. 


lhe Melbourne Knights 
T= managed to pur- 

suade captain Andrew 
Marth to stay on as player- 
coach for the next two years. 

“He was always our first 
choice, but money was a stick- 
ing point. We've agreed on 
terms and Andrew (Marth) will 
be coaching us for the next two 
years,” Knights spokesman 
Tonci Prusac said. 

Marth took over from Vlado 
Vanis with six weeks left of the 
home-and-away rounds last sea- 
son. He took the side into the 
finals and survived a round 
before being eliminated. 

“T think I have two more 
years left as a player, so we'll 
take it as it comes. We’ ve shown 
we're a good side and the club 
has allowed me to look for a 
couple of new players,” Marth 
said, 

The Knights strongman has 


‘one year left on his play- 
ing contract. “Andrew 2 
will continue playing 
for one more year. 
After that, 
he'll take it 
one step at a 
time,” Prusac 
said. 

Marth — will . 
need to fill a huge midfield gap 


Adrian Cervinski: Voted as 
Melbourne Knights’ Top 
Goalscorer of the Year. 


left vacant by the departure of 
Lube Lapsansky, who 


has joined 
Parramatta Power. 
Sees Last season's 


keeper Lou Acevski 

joined Northern 

= Spirit a fortnight 

ago. Martin John 

is expected to 

retake his spot in goal next 
season. 

Meanwhile, Rody Vargas was 
voted player of the year at the 
Knights award function in 
Footscray last Saturday night. 

Runner-up was Joel Porter, 
who was voted best first-year 
player of the year and most pop- 
ular player by the Knights sup- 
porters club, the Knights Army, 
Adrian Cervinski was top scor- 
er, Alex Kiratzoglou was voted 
best club-man for the second 
year running. 


Andrew Marth: Agreed to stay on as coach of the 
Melbourne Knights, 


BELT-TIGHTENING AT SOUTHS © 


within our budget 
“That does not 
mean we don't 
want to win anoth~ 
er championship 
} or that we're not 
going to finish in 
the top six. But 
we'll provide sta- 
bility, education 
and a healthy envi- 
ronment for young* 
kids to learn the 
trade, play for the 
club and then look 
for a future over- 
seas. That's what 
we'll do,” he said. 
Vasilopoulos 
doubted whether 
big budgets 
proved the most 
successful strategy 
of winning cham- 
pionships. 
“The days of 
spending millions 


ieee “anges SE E Sis 2 of dollars, as far as 

. = - ~ — ---—— Tn concerned, are 

South Melbourne defender, Mehmet Durakovic (left), along with the rest of the team will have to contend gone. Perth Glory 

with a cash squeeze next season. spent $25 million 

SIRS vas Maat art of our discussions also,” $500,000 believed left on the over five years and 
By Bert van Bedat Ni scooulos said. shelf. what have they won? 

“They (Olympiakos) are inter- “The times of big spending are _In that time we've won two 
here’s no more money to ested in youth development, gone. The money is not there. This championships and finished on top 
spare at South ecause they know the worth of club from now on is going to be _ this year. 

Melbourne, president (Mark) Viduka and (Harry) very tight in the budget. This club __ Money cannot buy you a cham- 
George Vasilopoulos said. The Kewell and the successes the will not be on the market for big _Pionship,” he said. 


caviar days are gone and every- 
one will need to tighten their 
belts at Melbourne’s most 
prominent soccer club. 

Fresh from his visit to Greek 
first division club Olympiakos, 
Vasilopoulos is preparing to fight a 
bruising election this month. 

Vasilopoulos described his trip 
to Greece as successful. 

“We are preparing a marketing 
and business plan and a youth 
development program. There will 
be player exchanges. Some 
Olympiakos players may be com- 
ing to South Melbourne, that was 


national team has had over the last 
couple of months against Brazil 
and France. I made a point (of say- 
ing) that most of those players that 
are there (national team and over- 
seas) now were national league 
players a few years ago. This club 
will continue to produce players 
who will play for the national 
teams,” he said. 

South Melbourne has used up 
most of the $3.8 million eamed 
from its world cup for clubs 
adventure in January last year, A 
season of high spending has seen 
the club with something like 
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dollar players anymore. We'll live 
frugally, wisely and within our 
budget. 

‘That's what the board wants and 
what the members want. There’s 
no more millions of dollars in the 
bank to spend like we did this 
year,” Vasilopoulos said. 

“There’s no world club champi- 
onship anymore. There’s no way 
we can overspend a million dol- 
lars. We'll only be paying players 
contracts we can afford and hon- 
our. That’s what the (players) 
union is recommending and that’s 
what we're going to do. We'll stay 


Vasilopoulos said he favored 
captain Paul Trimboli to take over 
as coach to continue a succession 
of in-house appointments. 

“T have had preliminary discus- 
sions with Paul Trimboli and I def- 
initely want to talk to him further 
before this club commits itself to 
anything else,” Vasilopoulos said. 

Petersen's successor will be 
dealing with a vastly different 
team than the one that lost the 
grand final against Wollongong 
last season. 

Goran Lozanovski joined 
Alemannia in Germany over a 


week ago. Simon Colosimo is 
joining fellow Socceroo Danny 
Tiatto at Manchester City in 
England. Goal keeper of the year 
Michael Petkovic has another year 
‘on his contract to go, but might be 
moving to Olympiakos. 

Andy Vlahos is still on loan 
from another Greek giant, 
Panathiniakos, and is’Said to have 
received interest from Sydney 
Olympic. “We'll have to assess the 
situation with Andy (Vlahos), 
We'll talk with Panathinaikos and 
see what's involved,” 
Vasilopoulos said. 


Patrick Kisnorbo: South 
Melbourne’s Young Player 
of the Year. 


Meanwhile, Steve Panopoulos 
was voted South’s player of the 
year, ahead of Con Boutsianis and 
Petkovic, at a well-attended award - 
presentation at the Grand Hyatt 
Hotel in Melbourne last Saturday 
night. 

Boutsianis was voted most pop- 
ular player by the South supporters 
group. 

Young Socceroo Patrick 
Kisnorbo was voted South's 
Rising Star. Boutsianis shared top 
scorer with Vlahos. 

South will have another func- 
tion later this year to showcase its 
team of the century. 


@ 


Vasilopoulos Fights Souths Reform Group 


By Bert van Bedaf 


outh Melbourne president 
George Vasilopoulos is not 
throwing in the towel. 

He won't walk away from the club 
he's served for 25 years unless the right 
people are in place to take over, He has 
signalled his intentions to fight a reform 
group, known as New South, that has 
been agitating for him to resign after 12 
years as president and 20 years on the 
South committee. 

South Melbourne's annual general 
meeting is on July 15. Board elections 


are the following week, when 
Vasilopoulos will decide what he'll do. 

Asked if he was re-nomitating, he 
said, "That's something a lot of people 
are asking. I'll talk with my board mem- 
bers and see what they want. 

You've got to find the right people to 
take over the club. I won't just walk 
away after 25 years of hard work and let 
the club be destroyed. 

"If I want to go, if I'm will- ¢ 
ing to go, I want the mem- 
bers to be comfortable 
for me to walk away. I 
need people to take 
over the club that can 
offer stability, growth 
and success like we've 
had over the last 15 
years. Somebody comes 
up to me with a formula and 
says I'm prepared to take over 
this responsibility, with the dedica- 
tion and commitment, my work is 
done," he said. 

Vasilopoulos said South Melbourne 
needed people capable of "supporting 
the club financially". 

"We need financial support and we 
need networking. This club needs each 
board member to come up with between 
$50,000 and $70,000 a year. If it's not 


SOUTH MELBOURNE S. 


That's what you need, if you want to 
be a successful club," he said. 

Vasilopoulos was scathing in his 
response to the reform group pushing 
for him to quit. Members of New South 
are connected with South's feeder club 
Port Melbourne, currently leading the 
Victorian Premier League, 

"They're not worth a thousand dol- 

lars. You put them all together and 

b they not worth $3000, if you're 
: * talking about the kind the 

people I'm thinking of. 
The club doesn't need 
people like that. It 
needs business people. 

If they can't do it 

themselves financially, 
they should do it with 
connections," 
Vasilopoulos said. 
“ "I know where these people 
come from.They are coming from 
nowhere. All they’ve got is a bit of pro- 
motion for their own agenda.They are 
not there for this club”. 

"I've got a lot of fight in me and I 
want to leave the club in good hands. 
The people you're referring to, the 
reform group, please, they could not run 
Port Melbourne. How could they run 
this club? These people cannot tell me 


fs Pa 


out of their own pocket, then from spon- 
George Vasilopoulos: 


anything new," Vasilopoulos said. 


The fate of key South Melbourne players such as Con Boutslanis (left) 
and David Clarkson (right) will be decided after the July 15 annual 


sorships, from contra-deals. 


lot of fight in me...” 


general meeting. 


SHANE CANSDELL-SHERIFF: 


THE SHERIFF OF LEEDS UTD 
[_vourn pnorns_| 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


emember this name, 
Shane  Cansdell- 
herriff, ‘This 19- 


year-old lad is one of many 
young Australians making 
their mark in overseas foot- 
ball, 

Currently playing his foot- 
ball for English giants Leeds 
United, young Sherriff has 
caused major shockwaves on 
the pitches of England. 

Starting his career at the 
Macarthur Rams, it was there 
that Shane realised he wanted 
to go further in his career in 
soccer, 

“T played for the Rams from 
the U13’s to the UIS’s and had 
‘a great time. It was a learning 
experience for myself, playing 
the best youth league competi- 
tion in NSW meant that you 
were always looked at,” said 
Shane. 

‘Through his efforts of play- 
ing well in his seasons with the 
Rams, Sherriff was chosen 
twice to represent NSW in the 
National Titles. 

“Playing for NSW was a 
brilliant experience as playing 


‘against the best players in your 
‘age group was great. In the 
Ul4’s we travelled to 
Queensland and finished 3rd, 


* while in the U15’s we played 


at Parklea and again finished 
third,” said the former Rams 
star, 

Young Sherriff was a target 
for many rival National 
League clubs but it was the 
NSWIS that gave him the 
chance to further his skills 
under the guidance of develop- 
ing coach Kelly Cross. 
“Spending two years at the 
NSWIS set-up was brilliant for 
myself. Learning how to be 
more professional, playing in 
an elite squad and training 
nearly every day benefited my 
game greatly. 

Not only was it technical 
but also scientific as well, this 
taught all the boys what to eat, 
‘and what lifestyle to live as a 
footballer. Kelly Cross was a 
great coach, and through his 
time has developed many 
quality players. 

Funnily enough I've had 
Kelly as coach since the age of 
12 at Westfield’s Sports High 
as my soccer coach so having 
him for five years helped my 


game immensely,” said the 
NSWIS graduate. 

Through his time as a 
deyeloping footballer, Shane 
was also a, part of the 
Westfield’s Sports High school 
Program, renowned for its 
excellence in the field of soc- 
cer. 

“Playing for the NSWIS, 
and going to Westfields Sports 
High was terrific at my age as 
I was playing and practicing 
football everyday. Westfields 
has seen the likes of Kewell 
and my teammate Jaime 
McMaster go through the 
ranks. Every second year at the 
school, Westfields got to tour 
Europe and it was at this tour I 
was recognised by the Leeds 
United side,” said Shane. 

Tt was the Westfields tour of 
“98, which saw Sherriff burst 
onto the European scene. 

“We had a game ag 
Leeds and I did well in 
match and got asked to come 
back in October that year to 
trial for three weeks. 

“Again they asked me to 
trial in early February the fol- 
lowing year and they liked 
what they saw and I signed a 
four-year-deal with Leeds. 
When I arrived at Leeds in ‘99 
I was playing for the U17’s. A 
strong and tough league, it was 


only an introduction to English 
youth football. Last season I 
played for the UI9's, yet 
another big step for me, but 
did well to earn my spot in the 
reserves towards the end of 
last season,” said the Leeds 
United star. 

Currently in his third year 
as a scholarship holder, young 
Sherriff’s transition from a 
normal Sydney life to one 
‘overseas has changed. 

“Leeds is a nice city, every- 
‘one lives, breathes football. 
The profile of being a Leeds 
United player also plays a vital 
role in life itself as well. We 
are always under the spotlight, 
whether it be a first grader to 
an U17's player, we are always 
looked at by the public. - 

‘The city has been great to 
me so far, and although it’s not 
like home, I've grown to cope 
with being a professional foot- 
baller.” 

Apart from playing football 
almost seven days a week, this 
young gun also goes to college 
‘once a week as it coincides 
with the Leeds’ youth. pro- 
gram. 

“The Leeds youth set-up is 
brilliant, the coaching is of 
great quality and you learn 
many things from people who 
have played the game at a high 


a 


Shane Cansdell-Sheriff: Australia’s latest player to 
lace his boots for Leeds Utd. 

to take the ‘micky’ out of me 

here and there but it’s all in 

good spirit,” said the Leeds 

star. 


level. 

“Through football as well, 
T'm also doing a carpentry 
course. This is to teach me 
other things apart from 
Football, and education is 
always important these days,” 
said Sherriff. 

Training with the likes of 
Viduka, Kewell, Keane, 
Dacourt, Ferdinand, and the 
star list goes on, always brings 
‘out the best in young Shane. 
“We do get many first graders 
coming down in the reserve 
team and they teach us a lot. 

“The way they handle the 
ball is awesome, also being 


+ 


Young Sherriffs’ dreams 
‘were realised in the second last 
game of the Premier League 
last season when Leeds took 
on Bradford City, and Shane 
was called up to travel with the 
first team squad, 

“Getting the call up. was 
brilliant, 1 couldn’t believe it 
when they told me I was to be 
apart of the travelling squad. I 
also received my number 35 
jersey as well, it was like a 
dream come true for me. 


myself,” said the lucky left 
footer. 

Shane has also had the hon- 
our of representing Australia, 
and who could forget the U17 
side thatdid ever so well in ‘99 
to finish second at the FIFA 
ul7 World Youth 
Championships. 

“Finishing second was an 
awesome experience. We had 
a great squad with quality 
players who had the potential 
to upset any side, It was a huge 
buzz playing in front of such a 
big crowd in New Zealand for 
the finals, an experience I will 
never forget, said the Joey 

number three, 

The recent U20 squad that ~ 
came back from Argentina was 
‘on the cards for Sherriff but 
due to a hectic back-to-back 
season with Leeds, he’s body 
could only take so much. 

“| really wanted to play for 
Australia in the U20’s but due 
toa long two seasons with 
Leeds, I wanted to come back 
to Australia to see my family 
and friends on my break. Ange 
valued my choice and we left it 
on a good note, no doubt I 
would love to play for 
Australia in years to come.” 

Pre-season is on its way in 
almost every European coun- 
try this month, and young 
Shane’s schedule is pretty hec- 
tic. 

“We start pre-season on the 
2nd of July and the reserves 
bave a tour to Dublin, The first 
team will be taking a large 
squad to Sweden, hopefully I 
can get a call-up and travel 
with the side, that would be 


very friendly and sharing jokes “Eventhough Ididnotplay, SW°S0™E aoe aad 
is a part of Leeds through and just being apart of the team — YUNE 1-008 star rae’ 
through. Robbie Keane seems was a brilliant experience for 
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Cheerleaders 
Socceroos 
don’t need 


Dear Sir, 


The interest generated by the 


Socceroos success 


around the Socceroos that the quali- 
fication match against New Zealand ready to jump on board the Socceroo 
bandwagon. I call them FAIR- 
WEATHER friends, because that is 


at Stadium Australia close to a sell- 


out, 


Those gloom merchants who have 
become overnight believers should 
remember nothing good happens in . years of doing nothing but hinder Oz. 
Oz Soccer without much trauma and 
difficulty. The morons that ran Oz 
Soccer are more than capable of 


derailing the Socceroos. 


The performance of the Socceroos 
at the Confederations Cup must be 


kept in perspective. 


Many of the fringe players who 
performed so well can never replace 


Nevertheless the Confederations 
Cup has been a very timely and 
rewarding lead up to the World Cup 
Confederations Cup has heightened —_ qualification matches. 
expectations that the Socceroos can 
qualify for Korea/Japan 2002. 


the 


all they are. 


long lost friend. 


for the Socceroos 


the likes of Viduka, Kewell, etc 


assuming they are available. 


STADIUM AUSTRALI 
SHODDY SHOW 


Dear Sir, 

Penultimate Sunday's 
World Cup qualifying 
game between _the 
Socceroos and New 
Zealand's All Whites was 
good as entertainment 
value, but what most of the 
Spectators that turned-up 
for the match missed was 
the shoddy handling of the 
Stadium Australia’s man- 
agement 

A large, well-behaved 
crowd turned up to cheer 
their national team and in 
return were treated to an 
inept display by the stadi- 
um management. There 
were long queues for 
everything from match 
tickets, to snacks and even 
packing tickets! People 
had trouble getting into the 
Stadium and when they 
did, the staff inside were 
simply confused and help- 
less. F 

Securitymen were 
everywhere and made the 
place look like a war- 
zone.Spectators were seen 
as threats anywhere they 
went as they searched, 
frisked, harried and asked 
all manner of questions. 
Getting food and bever- 
ages was impossible for 
many people who 

simply gave up after 
seeing some of the queues 
that lasted the whole game. 

Clearly, the staff on duty 
were inadequate and, as 


always, long-suffering soc- 
cer fans were made to suf- 
fer. 

It's not surprising that 
the next World Cup quali- 
fier will be played in 
Melbourne, which has a 
good his- 
tory of 
staging 
world- 
class 
events. 
At the 
MCG you can at least be 
assured of helpful staff and 
reasonable easy access to 
food and drink. 

Except for the Olympics 
last year. I can’t remember 
when last an Australia soc- 
cer match was seen by so 
people, who were clearly 


Dear Sir, 

Now that the danger games 
against New Zealand are over, 
let's just hope that many games 
can be organised for our 
Socceroos, not just up until the 
November qualifiers against 
the fifth best South American 
team, but also for early next 
year as well. 

It's no point waiting until 
after November to see if we 
qualify first as it can take up to 
12 months to organise friendly 
fixtures. If worse comes to 


Tt has significantly raised the sta- 
tus and profile of Oz Soccer, both 
Such is the momentum developing here and abroad. Proof of this is the 
number of fairweather opportunists 


Even the English FA after 120 
Soccer is row embracing us like a 
FIFA is also trying to take credit 


FIFA have done more for Oz Soccer 
than the British Football Bodies, 
(Scots included) it is like comparing 
bad to worse than bad the ultimate 
back handed compliment. 


progress. While 


R. Melor, 
Bondi. 2026. 


delighted to be watching 
their national side 

Thankfully, the strong 
showing of the Socceroos 
as well as the flattering 
result left many people 
smiling back home. It 
greatly helped to reduce 
the stress and suffering 
many experienced on the 
day at the stadium. 

T think soccer fans in * 
this country deserve better 
treatment.The booing of 
some Soccer Australia 
bigshots before the kick- 
off says a lot about how the 
fans see them. 

It doesn’t do too much 
good to the image of the 
game in Australia. 

Ella Montgomery, 
Jervis Bay, ACT 


worse (let's hope not), those 
games pencilled in for the first 
half of 2002 can be cancelled if 
we don’t make it. 

Let’s just hope that England 
is top of the last, whether they 
get through to the finals or not. 

Finally, news just filtered 
through the Herald Sun 
(Victorian Newspaper) that 
both the game against France 
and the World Cup Qualifier 
are to be held at the MCG in 
November. 

That's total madness as far 
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OE MOTE OME AALATCUS, 


goalpoacher now to lace boots for 
Northern Spirit. 


MORE FRIENDLIES FOR SOCCEROOS 


as revenue is concerned. Do 
Soccer Australia officials think 
that the Melbourne public will 
show up twice in large numbers 
within two weeks of both 
games? 

It’s ludicrous to think so, for 
it should be one in Sydney and 
one in Melbourne to maximise 
crowd attendances. 

Except for a couple of thou- 
sand fanatical and rich soccer 
‘supporters, no-one is going to 
spend hundreds of dollars a 
ticket for both games. unless 


Socceroos players celebrating one of their goals against 
New Zealand in the recent World Cup qualifiers. 


Dear Sir, 


Northern Spirit. 


quality player he is. 


him a better salary! 


there are plenty of freebies and 
cheap tickets for the France 
friendly down there. 

Let’s just hope that it was a 
lot of hot air from the 
Melbourne press on the front 
page of their Monday’s (June 
25) paper, otherwise their will 
be more officials and players at 
the MCG against France in par- 
ticular than spectators, if both 
games are held down there in 
the same month. 

Dor 


ic Scullino, 
Nerang. Qld 


As a Sydney Olympic supporter I am 
very angry and disappointed over the 
departure of Pablo Cardozo to the 


Sydney Olympic finally 
got hold of a fantastic for- 
ward who has helped us 
to reach the Major Semi 
Final and we let go of 
him just as he was begin- 
ning to show us what a 


Tam not angry with Pablo as 
he is now 28 years and in need of a 
higher wage. However I am angry with 
the Olympic directors for not offering 


Dear Sir, 

Let us ask Manny 
Galanos, VSF Chairman this 
question! 


What if it were Melbourne 
Knights or South Melbourne, 
Soccer Australia wanted to 
cull next season?? 

Would he so blatantly 
open his mouth in support of 
such a decision? I THINK 
NOT! 

Such is the mentality of 
little corporals who conspire 
with the governing powers to 
gain favour and justify the 
continuity of their jobs. 

Let all those in favour of a 
restructuring of the National 
Soccer League add the re- 
appointing of new members 
of the Soccer Australia 
board, ignore the rankings of 


Dear Sir, 

Why should” the 
World Cup play off be 
played in Melbourne? 

Melbourne is bad 
luck, the grass is 
worse, the stadium is 
smaller and hasn't 


aeae Olympic’s sale of Cardozo wrong 
he M 


shoyjd come up with a solution to 
obtaining it. 

T also think that players from 
Olympics youth squad 


Galanos Goojed! 


WHY PLAY OFF 
IN MELBOURNE? 


Manny Galanos 


a nobody from Victoria and 
get on with the job — FOR 
THE GOOD OF THE 
GAME BEFORE IT IS TOO 
LATE. LETS UNITE AUS- 
TRALIAN SOCCER AND 

ADVANCE. 
J&R Rankin, 
Queensland 


Sydney proven that it 
can hold large events! 

1 would like Mr 
Tony Labbozzetta to 
explain this to me! y 


Robert Gertskis 
Maroubra, NSW. 


should start 


making appearances in Olympic's 


of doing. 


If Olympic are in need of more 
money to pay their players then they 


Dear Sir, 

After making rane good! deci 
sion by transferring the NZ match 
to Stadium Australia, Soccer 
Austrilia have now reverted (0 
form. According the qualilying 
‘World Cup match to the MCG is dis 
‘graceful. 

It-was no accident that 42,000 
attended the NZ match, because in 
the Sydney: le- Wollongong 


corridor reside the largest concen- 
tration of Socceroo fans in Australia 
by far 

By accepting the Victorian 
financ 


inducements SA has in the 
nated tens of thousands 
Socceroo fans from 
NSW who will be unable to travel 
to Melbourne for the match. 

Of course the MCG will be sold 
out, but many in attendance wall be 


senior 
season.Olympics 


MCG not home to Soccer 


team next 
youth 
team has just come back 
from Malaysia where they 
have been very impres- 


sive and it's time that they 


start to play with the first 
team. 

Branco Cullina had done well 
last season but has to do better if 
Olympic are to win the NSL title next 
season which I believe they are capable 


Daniel Claveria 
Strathfield, N.S.W. 


ao more than taken soccer fans 
there for the event than the soccer. 

After the match the parlous state 
of Victorian soccer is unlikely to be 
improved one. — Meanwhile 
Melbourne would have gained 
more precious exposure on the 
‘World stage that only big time soc- 
cer can offer 

What other sport in Oz would 
risk alienating their ngest body of 
supporters by transferring their 
‘most important match to a ground 
unsuited for the purpose in a city 
that is at est indifferent to the 
game, 

Although it will achieve litle 1 
tune all NSW soccer fans to express 
their disgust at the decision in any 
way passe 


RMelor 
Bondi, NSW. 


Century, 


the incredulous. 


Modbury Jets 
(aueson, Hassell 
Trambuli, Tales} 
Metro Stars 

(Day) 

Raiders 

(Sarie, Raropetis Sfrios) 
Campbelltown City 


(U. Barbaro, Monterosso) 


(Petrov) 
Croydon Kings 


Northern Demons. 


Salisbury Apaches 
(Elion) 

Cumberland Foxes 
(Start) 

Hills Hawks 


ROUND 14 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


4 


1 
3) 
2 


White City Warriors 1 


0 


0 
1 
1 


By Allan Crisp 


COACHING DRAMA 
wen the space of four days last 

week South Australian soccer 
slipped back to the dark ages before 
returning to the enlightened 22nd 


Just when it was thought that nothing 
within the administration of our code 
could possibly surprise, we were flabber- 
gasted to discover that Croydon Kings 
coach Phil Scardigno had been sacked by 
the club’s chairman John Deptuta 

While that type of happening is 
unusual, the fact that the dism 
made on the phone at 10.30am on 
Saturday, just four and a quarter hours 
before Croydon was due to play Raiders 
in a Premier League match, borders on 


not 
| was, 


Yes, we said Premier League match, 
not an Under age competition ora school 


Phil Scardigno: Lost and regained 
his job as Croydon Kings’ coach. 


Port Lion Pirat 
(Calabria) 


Blue Eagles 1 
(Ferrante) 
Playford Patriot 
(Farncombe) 

Port Pirie Spirit 
(Farrugia) 


Olympic FC 


Adelaide City 
(Deegan 2) 


STATE LEAGUE 


Birkalla 
(Mitalopitas) 
Cobras 


(Kivinevitiy 2) 


Para Hills Knights 0 


Enfield Falcons 
(Lascala, Rossi) 


yard friendly. 

‘The reason given by Deptula for aking 
the action was poor results — two wins 
from 12 games. The chairman excused 
his timing of the sacking by saying he had 
expressed his displeasure earlier in the 
week to Scardigno over the way the team 
had been performing. 

When the news reached the players 
there was talk of boycotting the game, but 
Scardigno phoned around to implore his 
men to behave like professionals and to 
go out and play the match under his assis- 
tant Mick Doyle. 

This they did, surrendering two first 
half goals to Raiders before rallying to 
force a 2-2 draw. 

Meanwhile, the Croydon committee, 
disturbed by the happenings, called a 
meeting for Tuesday night when it rein- 
stated Scardigno as senior coach, while 
Deptula resigned as chairman, wilting 
under the pressure of threats of mass res- 
ignations from his committee. 

Under the constitution of the club, the 
hiring and firing of coaches must be a 
committee decision. 

Deputy chair Fran Christison said the 
Special board meeting had overwhelm- 
ingly supported Scardigno. 

Scardigno said he was overawed by the 
level of support he received from his 
pla and the committee, 
believe I owe it to the players now to 
keep going, knowing how hard they have 
worked to get out of the trough we are 
in,” Scardigno said. 

“We now have nine weeks to repair the 
damage and to ensure we steer clear of 
the relegation zone.” 

While Scardigno agreed that his team’s 
two wins, three draws and seven losses 
ratio was below expectations, he beli¢ves 
the Kings haye the quality and purpose to 
still make the finals. 

He is reluctant to give his views on the 
background to last week’s disturbance, 
but it is believed that his recall of Shane 
Porter to the run-on team at the expense 
of Tosh Deptula, son of the former chair- 
man, lit the flame of discontent. 

Porter rejoined Croydon from Port 
Pirie Spirit and is seen by Scardigno as 
the man to solve the Kings lack of strike 
power this season. 


Seaford Surfers 


les 1 (s.Price2) 


ROUND 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
ect FRIDAY, JUL 
aoe | Adelaide City » Modbury Jets (Golden Grove) 

SATURDAY, JULY 7 


Noarlunga Bulldogs! 
(Francis) 

Panthers 2 We 
(assume, Pappas. McNeil) 


Nathan Day: Metro Stars’ striker who is tied in second spot behind 
Michael Brooks on the goalscorers’ chart. 
yery disappointed because I feel we still 
could have avoided relegation.” 
Kalinovic contends that the club com- Tai 
miltée failed to grasp the “big picture,” 
failing to allow for the loss of eight play- 
ers from the previous season, particularly 
the defection of leading goalscorer Dino 
Sordillo to Metro Stars. 
Port Lion vice chairman John Speer 
said the decision was not made lightly or 


PIRATE COACH 
SACKED 


ort Lion Pirates became the first SA 

Premier League club to officially 
change its Coach this season when it dis- 
missed Greg Kalinovic and replaced him 
with Jim Karabatsos. 

Karabatsos was assistant to senior Port 
Lion coach Mike Barnett during the 1999 
season, a 

Kalinovic, whose previous Premier 
League coaching appointment was with 
Campbelltown Red Devils, should have 
had an inkling of what was about to hap- 
pen when he was told he had, “100 per 
cent support from the club committer.” 

The official press release from the club 
read that Kalinovic had left the club by 
“mutual agreement 

But, Kalinovic disagrees, saying, 
had my way I would still be there. I'm 


stern Strikers 3 


1S 


mid-winter cold. 


uc The reason is 


boys team from 


played 117 NSL matches for West 
Adelaide Sharks before transferring to 
South Melbourne. 

A series of debilitating injuries restrict- 
ed his appearances with South to 14 
games over two troubled seasons, but the 
27 year-old, happily, was able'Yo play for 
the Victorian club during its historic 
World Club Championship caripaign. 

During his international appearances 
Alagich joined the ranks of Australian 
players to score against the mighty Brazil 
and achieved the rare feat with his first 
touch after coming off the bench. 


GOALS GALORE 


Put your binoculars down! Unless a 


rival club signs Batistula, Ronaldo or 


Mori, Blue Eagles striker Michael Brooks 


quickly. 
“Tt 


ne of 
Alagich 


KIT DONORS SOUGHT 
FOR TIMORESE TEAM 


near-zero temperatures. = = 

“They left the tropical heat of Dili on 
Wednesday morning, last week in their shorts 
and tee-shirts and that’s all they had when they 
arrived at Canberra Airport 4 
was close to freezing,” Lee said. 


By Graham Cooke 


gloves, scarves, jumpers, track suits and 
socks fi in fact anything that will give 
some protection against the national capital's 


SS Canberra has put out a plea for 


the 


arrival of an under-14 


East 


0 Port Lion v Metro Stars Timorto fake partin the 
Blue Eagles v White City Warriors K * ‘ 
: anga Cup intemational 
2 Olympic FC v Campbelltown Red Devils is ae 


Port Pirie Spirit v 


Playford Patriots v Croydon Kings 


t STATE LEAGUE 


a Western Strikers v Salisbury Apaches 


Cobras v Northern 
Birkalla v Seaford 


Noarlunga Bulldogs y Hills Hawks 
2 Enfield Falcons v Cumberland Foxes 


Para Hills Knights v 


junior 
Raiders : 


are among the 


Demons 
Surfers 


the competition 


Panthers 


squads that have entered 


tournament, 
which began on Sunday. 
The 18 East Timorese 


173 


bul, © 


says Soccer Canberra 
chief executive officer Alan Lee, they are the 
only ones who do not have the resources to out- 
fit themselves properly against the expected 


8 partly because of where the 
club is sitting (11th) and partly to do with 
coaching methods and discontentment 
towards the coaching by club members.” 


RICHIE RETURNS 


favourite sons, Richie 
from South 
Melbourne and has signed for State 
League club Birkalla, 

A former Youth Socceroo, Alagich 


will again head the SA Premier League 
goalscoring list this season. 

The bountiful Brooks is streets ahead 
of his rivals and colleagues, two of 
whom, Frank Sergi and Corey Artone, 
figure in the leading group. 


LEADERS 

22; Michael Brooks (Blue Eagles) 

10: Nathan Day (Metro Stars) 

9; Rob Saracceno (Adelaide City), 
Corey Artone (Blue Eagles) 

8: Frank Sergi (Blue Eagles), J. 
Trimboli (Modbury Jets) 
o¢ Barbaro (Campbelltown), Colin 
on (Modbury Jets) 

6: Vince Schimizzi (Metro Stays), 
Shane Pearce (Playford Patriots), Owen 
Filewood (Adelaide City). 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the 
SRPH ~(LI9TAM) Marshall | 
Thompson/Pacific Real _ Estate 
Breakfast Soccer Show each Tuesday 
from 7am-8.30am, along with 
Croydon Kings coach Phil 
Scardigno, Peter Millar, The 
Advertiser soccer writer Meno 
Toutsidis and producer Robbie 
Popplestone. 

Millar and Crisp return on Sunday, 
mornings for the SRPH (SOS) Soccer 
On Sunday program for the latest 
local, interstate and international 
news and scores. 


7.30pm, when it 


“We would particular 
ly like to talk to cloth- 
ing stores who might 
be keen to get rid of 
last season’s items at a 
reasonable price. If 
people don’t have 
spare clothes, dona- 
tions of cash or 
eheques will be very 
acceptable.” 

Donations can be left 
al Soccer Canberra 
offices at Unit 2, 3 


Phipps Close, Deakin. Inquiries can be made to 
02-6260 4000. 
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ewcastle United present- 
ed its two latest signings 
to the media last week 


Thursday at the Store Function 
Centre, bringing to six altogeth- 
er the number of new players 
joining the club for the next sea- 
son, 

Milan Blagojevie and Sydney 
Olympic defender Scott Baillie 
became the latest faces to join the 
rebuilding process being spear- 
headed by new coach, Ian Crook. 

Blagojevic is 
joining from 
Parramantta 
Power. He holds 
22 caps for 
Australia in an impresssive career 
that has taken him to Belgium: 
where he once played club football 
Central defender, Baillie, was a 
key member of the Sydney 
Olympic team which made the 
NSL preliminary final this season, 
His appearance in a Newcastle 
shirt next season will be a home- 
coming of sorts for him, as he 
grew up in the city, 

Speaking at the occasion of the 
official presentation last wek, 
Newcastle general manager Jock 
Graham said, “These two new 


Newenugtie “" 


ports sweeping through 
RB CESS © os oe 


signings now take the number of 
off-season acquisitions to six and 
underline this club's determination 
to be a major force in next year’s 
NSL,” 

‘Already, Wollongong Wolves 
duo of Robert Middleby and goal- 
keeper Daniel Beltrame have 
already been signed-on by 
Newcastle, while Northern Spirit 
defender Matthew Bingley and 
yet-another Parramatta reliable, 
young Joel Griffiths have all been 

convinced by the 
broom 


to lace their boots 
next season, 

‘The Novacastrians, who ended 
the last season second from bot- 
tom, are involved in a total over- 
haul towards a — successful 
2001/2002 campaign in the 
NSL.The club indicated its inten- 
tion to compete for honours next 
season by appointing new coach 
Tan Crook as a replace- 
ment for estwhile han- 
dler, Lee Sterrey, who 
Spent three years at 
Newcastle. 


- Newcastle's spending spree lure Bl 


Milan Blagojevic: Quitting Parramatta Power for Newcastle. 


agojevic, Baillie 


Scott Baillie (left): Returning home to Newcastle after years 


at Sydney Olympic. 


MORIERAT 
SPUR 


eigning ACT Premiers 
Rite United have 
Jost Craig Unwin after the 
midfielder left for a month’s holi- 


day in the United States, but may 


well gain wing-back Stuart 
Camara. 

Camara, a former Canberra 
Olympic star and brother of 
United's striker Daniel, had 
planned to take a year off from soc- 
cer to concentrate on his job at the 
Australian Institute of Sport. 


But Belconnen coach Oscar 
Langone said Stuart Camara had 
begun to attend club training ses- 
sions. 

“He has been enjoying himself 
and is ready to begin playing 
again,” the coach said. 

Tt will be welcome news for 


Belconnen, struggling to reassert 
themselves in the ACT Premiership 
after an initial season in the NSW 
Superleague. 

‘The club are currently in a des- 
perate struggle for the fourth and 
last finals place with Olympic ani 
Capital City Suns. — 


PARANA 


orthern Spirit's 
Brazilian-born 
triker Alex 


Moreira has left the 
Sydney-based National 
Soccer League clubside, 
citing his desire to seek 
new challenges elsewhere. 

According to his 
agent, Lou Sticca, 
the Brazilian for 
ward is now avail- 
able on a free trans: 
fer after negotiat- 
ing his release from 
the Sydney 
Northern Spirit 
based on mutual 
terms, 

Speaking about 
his disengagement, 
Moriera decalred 


that, “Lenjoyed my 
time with Northern 
Spirit, but 1 don't 
think I did myself 
justice and I'm 
looking for a fresh 
challenge. 

“They are an }~ 
exciting club and I 
enjoyed playing for 
a team with such a 
great and passion- |= 
ate support base”. 

“I'd also like to |. 
thank the staff and |, 
the players at 
Northern Spirit and © 


they will be a major title 
contender this season.” 


Moreira has meanwhile 
been linked with several 
other clubsides in the NSL 
and has also attracted inter- 
est from 
Belgium. 


Portugal and 


Talso like (o predict Alex Moriera: Leaving Northern 


Spirit. 


Canital City, Deakin in drab affair 


By Graham Cooke 


lor the second week running ACT pre- 
Freese leaders Canberra Deakin bat- 

{led to a 1-0 win, this time over Capital 
UNS, 
result, while perhaps not as convincing as 
coach Vlado Horvat would like is, nevertheless, 
laying the foundation for a solid minor premier- 
ship win, with Deakin maintaining a four-point 
lead over second placed Gungahlin Juventus. 

But both teams may haye to look out for the 
feigning premiers, Belconnen United. After a 
poor start to the season United have now won 
four matches in a row, moving into third place 
after a 1-0 win over Monaro. 

Deakin goalkeeper Barney Smith had more to 
do than his counterpart as the young, fit Suns 
team consistently got players back behind the 
ball, defending and counter-attacking well at 
O'Connor Oval. 

The Suns may well have grabbed a point in 
the 82nd minute, but once again Deakin’s sav- 
iour was Paul Gagetti. Repeating a performance 
late in the game against Juventus last week, 
Gagetti cleared off the line after a superb shot 
from Shane Lyons had beaten Smith. 

But the important breakthrough went to 
Deakin in the 58th minute when Tony Lemezina 
headed home a free kick from Chilean Eugenio 
Araya. 

Horvat said close games such as this one and 
the previous week's narrow win over Juventus 
were good for the competition. “We are giving 
the spectators something to get excited about,” 
he said. 

United coach Oscar Langone, who has 
remained low-key over his team’s chances this 
season now United’s first commitment is to the 


{ 
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NSW Superleague, had difficulty disguising his 
excitement as Belconnen continued a steady 
climb up the table, 

United's goal, from Robbie Schroder, came 
after 20 minutes and Langone said there were 
several opportunities for United to increase their 
lead, including a one-on-one with the goalkeep- 
er Which Jaime Mauro failed to convert. 

Langone said new signing Stuart Camera, 
played a full game, and appeared ready to make 
a significant contribution to the second half of 
the season, 

Weston Creek Royals coach Robbie Graham 
said his side paid the penalty for 10 minutes of 
complacency either side of half time during 
which Juventus scored three of their goals in a 
4-1 win. 

“For the rest of the game we were competi- 
tive,” he said. “We had a side which were deplet- 
ed because we have so many players competing 
in the Australian University Games, and overall, 
we played very well.” 

‘The Creek's single scorer was Scott Barsley. 

Canberra Olympic coach Baz Giampaolo said 
his side could not get their game together in a 
shock 2-2 draw with bottom-of-the-table 


Toplica Popovich: His goal helped 
Canberra Olympic salvage a draw. 
Tuggeranong United. _ 

“We were twice behind and lucky not to lose,” 
he said. Daniel Macor and Toplica Popovich 
scored Olympic’s goals as Tuggeranong claimed 
their first point of the season. 


ACT PREMIERSHIP 


Canberra Deakin 
Gungahlin Juventus 
Belconnen United 
Monaro. 

Canberra Olympic 
Capital City Suns 
Weston Creek Royals 
University of Canberra 
Tuggetanong United 


Sino he Nae 


YOUNG SOCCEROOS 
SNEAK HOME 


ustralia’s Under- 
20 will return 
home today 


(Tuesday) after a second 
round exit to Brazil in the 
FIFA World Youth 
Championships last week. 


Postecoglou still had praise 
for his hard working charg- 
ers in a parting shot. 
“Wayne Srhoj was out- 
standing for the whole 
game, he gave away no pos- 
sesion and Adrian Madaschi 


Coach Ange 


was very strong at the 


Postecoglou 


back. 


described his 
team’s demise as 


, @& 


“Really everyone 
worked very hard 


“disappoint- but at the end of 
ing”, their the day they 
Wo -Ye2€ were the bet- 
record > i i ter team 
showing and we 
a 2-0 have to 
win over Japan, 3-0 accept 


loss to Czech Republic, 1-1 
draw to Angola and a4-0 
loss to Brazil, 

Despite the footballing 
lesson from South 
American giants Brazil, 


that.” 

The Young Socceroos 
should arrive at the Sydney 
International Airport at 
around 8:05am on flight QF 
116. 


Australia’s Wayne 


Srhoj during their second round cla: 


sh in the U-20 World Cup in 


Argentina, last week. 


JEFF WIDERA: 


ZEBRAS NEW BOSS 


delaide City Force has 
appointed Mr Jeff 
Widera as the new 
Chief executive officer of the 
Club Mr Widera has a long 
and successful background 
in Soccer Administration 
and Promotion. 
“We welcome him as a valu- 
able addition to our team, 
adding strength to the manage- 


ment, marketing and promo- 
tional activities of our club, 
Bob D’Ottavi, 


cet Ain 


said Mr 
Chairman of the Board 
in a statement last 
week. iy 
“The Club 
is restructur- 
ing its adminis- 
tration and marketing 
strategies and is streamlining 


Uh... 


Milton Cortes: Canberra Cosmos’ ace striker is now 
represented by Zenith football. 


the Board structure to meet 
new challenges in the future.” 
Mr D’Ottavi is currently in 
Europe where is 
meeting with a 
Ni number of 
senior club 
officials 
and business 
leaders to pursue vari- 
ous proposals for the 
2001/2002 season. 
“Following our successful 


ZENITH 


ast week, Zenith football 

hosted its first players’ 
evening where many of its 
clients got together to discuss 
career options and share a joke 
and a beer as well. 

Many of the lads obviously 
knew each other and joined 
together to wish Naoki Imaya the 
best of luck at his trials in Japan. 
Naoki left later last week and we 
all wish him well. 

Many of the boys got to meet 
Chimaobi Nwaogazi for the first 
time and were keen to know the 
reasons for a Nigerian star, want- 
ing to play in Australia. 

“Chima” obliged in his usual 
warm way, and had plenty of sto- 
ries to tell. Former U/20 interna- 
tional Paul Weare, took great 
interest in Chima’s career, as Paul 
had visited Nigeria with the 
Young Socceroos at the World 


placement in the twelve-team 
National Soccer League com- 
petition, the Club is entering a 
rebuilding phase and is work- 
ing towards greater success in 
the coming season.” 

Adelaide City Force is on 
track to purchase its new head- 
quarters at Ram Park and is 
awaiting the preparation of the 
purchase documents from the 
South Australian Government. 


HOSTS 


Youth Championships in 1999. 


thas been a busy week for 

Chima, visiting Newcastle to 
agree to terms with the famous 
Weston Soccer Club. Chima, and 
Marconi’s John Gibson, have 
been recruited by the Bears to 
help lift them clear of the relega- 
tion zone during the last seven 
rounds of the season. 

Interesting point to note is that 
the Weston Bears’ CEO is former 
Balmain rugby league star, Derek 
McVey, who is a keen soccer fan. 
Great to catch up with old mates 
Garry Screen and Alan Nisbet at 
Northern NSW too. Thanks for 
the hospitality to all in the 
Hunter! 

Chima’s link with Zenith has 
also opened doors for us to work 
closely with his Nigerian club, 
Udoji United. We believe there 


ABSW (33 


ROUND 3 


St Augustines College 2 
Woolooware 2 
Oxley 6 
Duval 7 
Alstonville 3 
Muwsellbrook 1 
St Peters Maitland 1 
St Pius X 3 
Hunter Sports. 3 
Belmont 2 
St Francis Xavier 2 
Belconnen 2 
Daramalan 1 
Radford College 2 
James Sheehan 3 
Narromine 3 
Bathurst 2 
St Josephs Banora 3 
Bellingen 4 
Kincumber 3 
Umina 1 
St Edwards Gosford 6 
Terrigal | 


~ Cromer Pt 


Endeavour Sports 
McCarthy Cath. Tam. 
Inverell 

Kadina 

St Catherines Singleton 
St Josephs Lochnivar 
San Clemente 

Cardiff 

Morisset 

Gold Creek 

Calwell 

Telopea 

Carroll College 
Canobolas 

St Johns Dubbo 

Kelso 

Southern Cross 

St Pauls Kempsey 
Tumbi Umbi 
Northlakes | (5-4 pens) 
Gosford Christian 1 
Berkley Vale i 
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ROUND 4 


Holy Cross Ryde 

Menai 

Plumpton 

DLS Ashfield 

Concord 

Robert Townson 

St Johns Park 1 
St Josephs Port Macquarie 1 
McCarthy Catholic 2 


are many opportunities for strate- 
gic partnerships between Africa 
and Australia, and look forward 
to pursuing this further. 

Received word from Janene 
Mar at the AWSA, that Zenith 
client, Leah Blayney has broken 
some sort of record in the 
NSWSF Women's State League. 
Leah, ..... wait for it, scored 
eight goals and made five assists 
in the recent drubbing of Hadjuk 
Wanderers, AND SHE IS STILL 
ONLY 14 YEARS OF AGE ! 
This girl will be one of the great- 
est ever to wear a Matildas jersey. 

Congratulations again to Leah, 
and Patrick Carrera on their selec- 
tions in the NSW CHS soccer 
sides after this week’s selection 
tournament at Parklea. 


‘ore great news with Zenith 
clients, Liam Curran and 


Epping Boys — 
Woolooware 

Colo 

Birrong Boys 
Grantham 

Freeman Catholic 
Bossley Park 
Forster 

St Dominics Penrith 


PLAYERS NICHT. 


Chris Cammilleri, being selected 
to visit Manchester United in 
August, as part of Parramatta 
Eagles’ tie-up with the famous 
club. 

‘The boys presented themselves 
professionally at, last week 
Monday's press conference, and 
we are sure there are big things 
ahead. 

Zenith last week, forged anoth- 
er partnership,.with Latin Sport 
Connection, which means we will 
now be representing exciting 
Cosmos star Milton “pocket rock- 
et” Cortes. 

Saty tuned to catching up with 
Milton soon as he discusses his 
plans for his future in Australia, 
Latin Sport Connection, have also 
asked Zenith to assist with the 
development of other South 
American players, and possible 
trade links with Australia. 
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ing as either a 
central marker or 
sweeper, Bobby 


Dragas played Soccer 
since he turned just five 
years old kicking off his 
career with Wetherill Park 
Westerners playing there 
till he turned 12. 

He then joined Marconi 
where he played in the Youth 
League for the U/13’s and 
remained with Marconi for 
three years before moving 
across to the neighbouring 
Club, Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles (Avala). 

Here he played with the 
U/15s, U/16s, U/18s, second 
grade and at just 18 years of 
age, burst into the first grade 
team, then coached by John 
Turner, 

At the age of 19, his first 
season in Super League 
(1998), Dragas became a reg- 
ular player, taking over for- 
mer international Gary Van 
Egmond's position as a cen- 
tral marker. 

During that —_ season 
Bonnyrigg won the Minor 
League championship, but 


Action recorded last week Sweden and Germany at the European 
Womens’ Soccer Championships. 


lost the Grand Final to 
Blacktown City Demons. 

In his first season in first 
grade Dragas was selected to 
represent New South Wales 
in the ‘Super League Select 
Team’, coached by former 
World Cup defender, Doug 
Utjesenovic. 

The promising young 
defender was asked to trial 
with a number of National 
League clubs and final- 
ly accepted an offer 
extended — by da 
Branko Culina jay 
at Sydney § 
Olympic. { 

At Olympic | 
Dragas trained © 
for — approxi- 
mately two months . 
but negotiations were not 
secured, 

The same season Dragas 
was approached by Zoran 
Matic for trials with Adelaide 
Ci 


However because of his 
University studies in Sydney 
he decided it was best to 
remain at home and com- 
plete his tertiary education. 
The following _sea- 


son,(1999), Bonnyrigg again 
achieved the Minor League 
championship and Dragas 
was again selected to repre- 
sent New South Wales. 

By the end of the season 
the powerfully built Dragas 
was again approached by 
Sydney Olympic, and yet 
again negotiations were not 
secured. 

Dragas continued playing 
with Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles for the next two 


seasons and 
through Doug 
Utjesenovic was 


invited to travel 
to _ Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia by 
Red Star's head 


coach Slavoljub 
Muslin. 
The young Australian 


defender decided to do so 
and set his University studies 
aside for the moment. 

He trained with the first 
team for a full two months, 
everyday, (many times twice 
a day), 

He was then approached 
by the Club’s committee and 
was told that head coach 


Muslin had decided that he 
would leave the team at the 
end of season, so a contract 
was not guaranteed as would 
have been the case had 
Muslim stayed. 

He continued training with 
the club and await new head 
coach and his decision. 

However due to his studies 
back in Sydney Dragas decid- 
ed that the best thing for him 
to do was to head back to 
Australia and try to find him- 
self a National League Club (if 
possible) and thus be able to 
continue with his studies. 

Muslin had requested 
Dragas to keep in touch with 
him, and he also left contact 
details back at Red Star. 

Since returning home to 
Australia a few coaches have 
shown interest in Dragas 
regarding his next move. 

Playing Soccer and contin- 
uing with his studies at 
what Dragas has 


decided on. 

Forthe time being, Bobby 
Dragas is still contracted by 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles till 
end of next season. 


Bobby Dragas: After the collapse of a mouthwatering move 
to Red Star Belgrade, Bobby is now bidding his time ee 


et set for a big WNSL season with this 

year’s edition returning to all its for- 

imer glory, and more. The women's 

national league 2001/2002 thankfully cele- 

brates the return of a full home and away two- 

round format scheduled to kick off on 3 
November. 

The national league, about to embark upon 
its sixth year, has increased in size and status 
each time, except for the 2000/2001 season 
which took very much a back seat in the year 
of our home Olympic Games after half the 
franchises were unwilling or unable to meet 
the costs of a two-round competition. 

‘This time around, two rounds will be 
played over ten weekends (Rounds 1-6 from 3 
Nov to 9 Dec, then resuming 3 Feb), climax- 
ing with a single fixture final on 2 March 
2002. The complete break over January again 
caters for the uninterrupted staging of the 4th 
Australia Cup, now also a regular summer 
feature on the international stage. 

The six existing franchises - Adelaide 
Sensation, Canberra Eclipse, Northem NSW 
Pride, NSW Sapphires, Queensland Sting, and 
Victoria Vision - are being offered first option 
to apply forthe six available positions for the 
coming season in accordance with the fran- 
chise ¢onditions, 

However, should any not renew their fran- 
chise, WSA is then likely to consider applica- 
tions from prospective new teams. 

This is the first time such a clause has been 
included in the statutes of the league. 
Personally I believe it would be a great shame 
if any of the six franchises were unable to 
compete in what is the top domestic league in 
this country, and each must make every possi- 
bie effort to retain their place. These are the 
six States which have been represented since 
the inaugural league in 1996/97 (apart from 
Victoria's one year absence), mirroring the six 
National Training Centres or NTCs (formerly 
termed ITCs) which consist of the best foot- 
ballers and young developing elite players 
from that State. 

The WNSL has been built upon this 
premise of utilising the existing elite structure 
for the benefit of the league and the NTC and 
therefore national teams program. It has been 
‘a most successful formula. Groups from out- 
side this structure may well be a part of the 
Teague in the future, but hopefully even then, 
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not at the expense of the NTCs, 

Should such a situation arise where an 
NTC was unable to compete, the league 
‘would still need to somehow accommodate 
that NTC's scholarship athletes, but it would 
make things a lot more difficult for those play- 
ers, and their younger teammates would miss 
out altogether. 

The NTCs are there to provide the top 
players with the best coaching, resources, and 
competition opportunities with the aim of act- 
ing as feeder squads to the national teams, 
The WNSL is the perfect vehicle through 
which these targets are achieved. Regular 
competition over an extended period with all 
the pressure of a league against the best from 
around the country is what the WNSL pro- 


vides. 

Since it first kicked off, the national league 
has proved a most effective selection platform 
to higher honours. With the advent of the 
inaugural FIFA Women's World Youth 
‘Championship next year, the national league’s 


Bonnyrigg. 


WNSL RETURNS TO FORMER GLORY 


siggjficance as a vital selection platform for 
hat teams selection is now even further 
enhanced. Of course, the WNSL is also an 
important means of taking our sport to the 
community and inereasing our supporters and 
participants base. 

Over previous years, the league format has 
changed nase to the situation and the 
budget at the time. The full home and away 
format however represents the fairest means 
of conducting a league, giving no team an 
advantage over the other in terms of home 
ground usage and amount of travel required, 

Each franchise's State Association must 
submit their acceptance of offer by 31 July, 


FORMAN SET FOR JAPAN TOUR 

In an update from last week's selection 
announcement, Matildas captain Alison 
Forman, currently based in Denmark, will be 
available for the forthcoming Tour to Japan. 

Statistics on the Japan tour players as well 
as camp invitees are as follows - 


Buddy Farah in action for Marconi during the 
2000/01 National Soccer League season. 


uccess in the current cli- 

mate of Australian soc- 

er is dependant upon 
hig names, sponsorship, and 
marketing, A close-season 
clean-out = at ~— Marconi 
Stallions will see many of the 
squads big name players join 
an exodus overseas 

Determination and success 
on the park brings a player 
more bargaining power in the 
transfer market. 

With talent to burn, the 
Stallions’ Buddy Farah is 
almost certain to move to 
mort financially lucrative 


| pastures. With encourage 


wife Kelly 


draws from his son Bail 
stage is set for this emerging 
star to stake his claim as a 


true quality _ performer. 
Having just returned from 
World Cup qualifiers in 
Lebanon, Buddy spares a few 
moments to talk Batman out- 
fits, $1000 dinners and cham- 
pagne football! 

Buddy, you have recently 
returned fo Australia after 
having played in all six of 
Lebanon's World Cup quali- 
fiers, It must have been an 
‘amazing buzz to play in front 
of such a strong crowd, and an 
immense boost to your confie 
dence having had such out- 
standing success. 

To have played over there 
was amazing. We had crowds 
of 50,000 to 60,000 at each 
game, The exposure was fan- 
tastic, as was the financial 
reward. It also helped to get the 


jp eeeent 


uddy Farah unmaske 


International Caps under my 
belt. It would be a dream to 
play for Australia, but this will 
no doubt be hard. 

Our Socceroos are in full 
swing in the battle to qualify 
for their 2002 World Cup cam- 
paign, Fighting for selection - 
Is this something that plays on 
your mind when your on the 
field and competing at club 
level? 

Every player should be 
aware. You need to be in good 
form every game to gain recog- 
nition. A bad game means that 
‘you must fight for your position 
the following week or this will 
‘open the door for someone else 
to take your place. 

Isita disadvantage not hav- 
ing the type of professional 
set-up many of our European 
based players enjoy? 

Definitely. It has to do with 
lifestyle, crowds, the level of 
football, finance, the competi- 
tion, and experience, 

Many of our great players 
have had to head overseas to 
gain the rewards their rich tal- 
ent deserves. Is the creative 
talent of Buddy Farah likely to 
again leave our shores in the 
coming weeks? 

T've just come back from 
World Cup quali 
couple of clubs have shown 
interest. I'm keen to go back, 
but [ can’t disclose where! 

There is @ rumour that a 
possible transfer to the 
Wollongong Wolves may be on 
the cards. 

Wollongong has definitely 
shown interest. They are 
National champions, A number 
of players have left. the club 
including linchpin, Scott 
Chipperfield, but they have 
recruited well. It is a likely 
move if thi don’t work out 
for me overseas, 

To be a good footballer you 
have to be able to play in any 
position. Buddy you are a 


The Farah Family, Kelly York, Buddy and their son Bailey. 


proven ‘defender’, but have 
‘you ever craved the glory of 
‘goal scoring? 

‘That's a very interesting 
question. When I arrived at 
Marconi the coach at the time, 
Lee Sterrey, tried me as a stop- 
per, but I was thriving to score. 
This season Ive scored 7 or 8 
goals. [like to go for glory. 

How do we promote the 
code in this country? 


By Daniela Raco 


We need to succeed in the 
up-and-coming games. We also 
need to win the right to 
Channel Seven, and the game 
needs to be televised at a rea- 
sonable time. We have seen 
success against Nations like 
Brazil and France. We need to 
pour more money into the 
game, and open the eyes of 
business people, 

What are the qualities of a 
good coach? 

A coach must both under- 
stand and have a good relation- 
ship with his players and team. 
He must also develop good 
techniques. I dislike coaches 
who rely on non-stop running 
to win games, and prefer an 
emphasis on ball skills. 

What is it about soccer that 
you love the most? 

I love the competitiveness. 
I’ve been playing soccer for 19 
years, and it has been my pas- 
sion and dream since I left 
school. I want to make a name 
for myself, and thrive on the 
recognition as an elite athlete. I 
still want to be around the game 
for another 8 or 9 years. 

If championships are built 
‘on defence, then Marconi 
surely had the foundations of 
a title-winning year. Buddy, 
what happened? 

We had the best defensive 
team in the competition. Both 
Dominic Longo and Mark 
Babic have International expe- 
rience, and Pan-Keum Kim has 
been in-and-out but has been 
part of two World Cup cam- 
paigns. Angelo Costanzo and 
myself are probably the linch- 
pins of the team, because we 
are young and energetic. But 
we cannot rely just on our 
defence to win games. We can 
win possession of the, ball and 
get it down the park, but if 
we're not scoring goals it can 
be frustrating. Marconi, last 
season was a team capable of 
making the final six, but not 
‘good enough to win a champi- 
onship. 

Off the park, how are the 
boys doing? 

There is speculation that a 
lot of boys are moving on. Five 
or six of the guys are off con- 
tract, and moving on to greener 
pastures. Angelo Costanzo’s 
waiting to hear on offers, 
Archie Thompson is heading to 
Belgium, and Vlado Zoric is 
away in Singapore at the 
moment. 

Is there a soccer player that 
‘you model your game on? 

‘The defender, Ednilson, who 
plays for the Brazilian National 
team. He is very physical and 
has great ball skills. He also 
likes to attack from the back 
line, which is a style of play I try 
to incorporate into my game. 

It is important to have a bal- 
ance to be able to play well on 
the park. What are some of 


Buddy Farah’s off-field pas- 
times? 


T have a healthy lifestyle, 1 
eat the right food, and I enjoy 
both swimming and playing 
golf, Golf is relaxing and takes 
my mind off soccer, which ulti- 
mately means I play better. I 
also enjoy playing with my son 
Bailey. He has been an impor- 
tant inspiration, and I want to 
succeed for him. 

You have been invited to 
dress up as something begin- 
ning with the letter ‘B? for a 
party. What do you wear? 

A Batman outfit. 

What happens on a boys? 
night out? 

Very dangerous night, espe- 
cially if it’s with Steve Laybutt 
and Hayden Fox. We went out 
for a seafood dinner last week at 
Cockle Bay, and dinner and 
drinks for four cost $1000! 

Which famous person have 
‘you been iold you look like? 

‘The theme for Hayden Fox's 
bucks night is that all the guys 
must grow a moustache, so at 
the moment I been told I look 
like Johnny Holmes...he pom 
star!! 

Best hangover cure? 

Ahot spa. 

What animal (or thing) best 
describes your personality? 

A Lion, because of my star 
sign. I'm also big hearted, but 
Jet my stubbornness out on the 
field. 

Who is the last person you 
would like to be stuck in an 
elevator w 

Mike Tyson. His mean, but 
he is my sporting idol, I'd be 
lost for words and wouldn't 
know whether to look up or 
down. 

What gourmet cuisines can 
‘you whip up in the kitchen? 

Eggs. 

Who or what inspires you? 

My son, since he’s been 
born. Kelly has been extremely 
understanding especially 
towards my travelling. Both my 
father and mother have been 
supportive and have motivated 
me to get this far, 

Which teammate could do 
with a new wardrobe? 

Simon Bell, he likes his odd 
colours (orange, red). 

What is the best (or perhaps 
worst) excuse you've heard 
someone use for missing train- 
ing? 

Mine, when Zoran Matic 
was coach. I got pulled over by 
police and taken down to the 
station for a quiet chat - nothing 
‘to be concerned about!! 

What's the first thing you 
do when you arrive home? 

Comfort my wife and son. If 
I arrive home early moming 
from an interstate trip, my 
mother-in-law prepares a toast- 
ed bacon and egg sandwich, 

If you were to star in a 
Hollywood movie, who would 
be your leading lady? 

Liz Hurley. 

Do you have any hidden tal- 
ents? 

If I never made it in soccer, 
I'd be playing rugby league. 

If you were invisible, what's 
the first place you would sneak 
into? 

The ladies change room at 
the US Open. 

Complete this sentence 
“Love is... 

. so sweet with Kelly 
York. 

Tf you could have box seats 
at any event in the world, what 
would it be? 

‘A boxing fight between 
Mike Tyson and Lennox Lewis. 

What is the biggest miscon- 
ception about sportsmen? 


‘Arrogance, 

Which member of your 
squad would top Cleo’s most 
eligible bachelor list? 

Christian: Care, because he 
loves himself. 

What would you consider to 
be a romantic night out? 

Dinner for two at ‘Nick's 
Seafood Restaurant’ in Cockle 
Bay, with Kelly, myself, and 
my son in a high chair, 

‘On interstate trips, which 
teammate do you refuse to 
share a room with? 

Pan-Keum Kim because he 
doesn’t speak much, and likes 
the garlic, 

If you could have any 
supernatural power what 
would it be? 

‘To be a whiz like Bill Gates. 

How would you spend your 
Tast $50? 


Have a punt. 


WE SNEAK A FEW 
MOMENTS WITH 
PARTNER KELLY 

YORK. 
Where did you meet? 
We met through friends. 

Buddy went to school at 

Christian Brothers and I went 


love at first sight? 


Do you have an under 
standing of the game? 

Thad no idea before T met 
Buddy. But I’m learning. 


QUICK QUIZ. 

What position does Buddy 
play? 

Defender 

What is the offside rule? 

When the ball is offside! 

Who are the key players in 
the side? 

Costanzo, ‘Thompson, 
Longo,eRenaud, and of course 
Buddy. 

Are you Buddy's harshest 
critic? 

No. If he has a bad game he 


doesn’t need to hear it from me. 
Buddy's not known for his 
‘bad-boy behaviour on the 
pitch. Do you caution him 
‘about any on-field biffo? 
Only when he goes in hard 
for a tackle. He also has’a ten- 
dency to backchat the referee. 
Ishe the first or last to leave 
the change rooms after a 


Last. He likes to get the hair 


right, 

Rate Buddy's soccer skills 
out of 10: 3 

8.5/10 - I'll be nic& 

Does Buddy have any hid- 
den talents (that you can share 
with us)? 

He has a talent for losing 
golf balls through factory win- 
dows. 

What does Buddy look like 
first thing in the morning? 

Scrufiy. 

Describe Buddy's idea of a 
romantic night out? 

Dinner on the harbour. 

What happens on a girls’ 


What gourmet cuisines can 
Buddy whip up in the kitchen? 

Cheese on toast, 

Which member of the 
Marconi squad would top 
Cleo’s Most Eligible Bachelor’ 
list? 

Buddy! 

Describe Buddy's mood' 
after a bad game? 

Shocking, 

Are you his personal nurs- 
ing aid after a bad game?| 
Have you got the foot massage 
down pat? 

The whole body rub, 

How do you react when} 


‘fans yell abuse at your main| 


man? 

Lyell back - 1 pounce 

Have you got a mean right 
hook? 

No. Those werespre-baby 
days. 


Buddy Farah having a swinging time with his 
son Bailey’ 
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By Bert vs van an Bedaf 


entleigh Greens 
jumped from sixth 
into fourth place after 


a dramatic 2-1 victory over 
former league leaders Port 
Melbourne at Kingston 
Heath last Sunday, 

Port Melbourne are endur- 
ing a torrid time at the 
moment, having to replay last 
Sunday's abandoned match 
against. Altona East on 
Wednesday and fronting up 
again on Sunday at home 
against Green Gully, whose 
hold on a finals position is ten- 
uous, 

Port coach Harry Chalkitis 
also thought some of the refer- 
eeing decisions by Perry Mur 
‘went against his side, especial- 
ly in the second half when 
tough defender George 
Kalimeris brought down Peter 
Psarros and later Nick Tsaltas 
in the box. John Pappas als 
suffered injury. 

Bentleigh coach Gary Cole 
had warned his players that 
“today's the day we draw a 
line in the sand’, while captain 
Stelios Drakos said, “We all 
knew there were no ifs or buts 
today, Our season was on the 
line.” 

A loss would have meant 
the Greens would say farewell 

finals, while now they're 
back in with a good chance, 

‘The Greens hit the front in 


Bentleigh Greens 
(Anderson M, Nilo J) 
Altona East Phoenix 


Essendon Royals 
Heidelberg United v Fawkn 
Preston Lions 

Bosevski M, Emsovski C, 
Paney D, Sapazovski J) 


the 34th minute, Henry Nunez 
crossed the ball from the right 
for Juan Nilo in the box. But 
the striker could not get at the 
end of it. Fortunately Michael 
Anderson backed up at the far 
post to slot home the opening 
goal. 

Nilo threatened several 
times but could not find his 
range. Free-kicks by Doug 
Mladenovic and Stelios 
Drakos went over the bar or 
were saved by Port ‘keeper 
Steve Wardle. 

Port levelled two minutes 
into the second half. A fast 
counter-attack caught the 
Bentleigh defence flat-footed. 
Peter Psartos crossed into the 
box and Nick Tsaltas blasted 
home the equaliser. 

Bentleigh appeared to kick 
ahead again 12 minutes later. 
But a Nunez shot from close 
range that appeared to have hit 
the target was disallowed by 
Mur. 

Nunez could have put 
Bentleigh ahead in the 67th 
minute, when he eluded Port 
defender Serdar Pir, who earli- 
er had escaped a penalty 
appeal after he seemed to have 
handled the ball. But Nunez's 
shot on the turn looped over 
the bar. 

Port continued to threaten. 
But it found resolute defenders 
Theo Constantinou and 
George Kalimeris and ‘keeper 
Glenn Clarke obstructing their 
path, 


Finally, with six minutes 
left, Nilo secured a vital victo- 
ty for the Greens. The nippy 
striker received a sharp cross 
from substitute Harry Micheil, 
on for Ari Drakos after 
60 minutes, and 
smashed home 
the winner to 
keep his 
side in the 
finals race. 
thought it 
was great 
win. 


Tt puts us back in touch and 
we're a chance of making the 
finals, We'll still have to win a 
game or two, but we're in it 
with a chance. If we'd lost 
ould have 
Cole said: 
“If we can win next week 
(away to St Albans), I'm sure 
we will be in the five. We play 


Gully. 


(Tsaltas N) 
3 St, Albans Saints 


(Antoniadis T, Papadopoulos N) 


0 — Bulleen Zebras 


ner Blues 


4 (Altona Magic 
(Todorovski Z) 


Victorian 
Premier League 


ROUND Bi 


SATURDAY, 7th JULY 


Dandenong Thunder v Preston Lions 


SUNDAY, 8TH JULY 


Fawkner Blues v Essendon Royals 
St Albans Saints v Bentleigh Greens 
Altona Magic v Heidelberg United 
Port Melb. Sharks v Green Gully Cavaliers 


MONDAY, 9TH JULY 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 
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Bulleen Zebras v Altona East Phoenix 


By Bill By Bill Brieckell 


andenong Thunder kept their sur- 
vival chances alive with a resounding 
second half blitz of a panicking Green 


Gully anticipated securing their finals spot, 


RES ULTS- ROUND 20 


Port Melb'Rne Sharks 


Bulleen at home on the last 
day and we'll be a chance of 
making the five. Once you're 
in the five, it's about beating 
someone of the day then,” 
Cole, who won the title 
with Bulleen from 
fifth spot, said. 
Chalkitis was 
upset with 
some of 
Mur’s deci- 
sions. 
“Honestly 
tonight, for 
the first time 
this year, | 

feel cheated. 1 

thought there 
was a clear-cut 
penalty and a send-off (foul on 
‘Tsaltas) and another send-off 
when Nick Tsaltas was clearly 
brought down. Perry wasn't 
too far away and he can’t see 
it,” Chalkitis said. 

“We've got to look at the 
fuct that we either play soccer 
or we're 

playing rugby. 


If we're 


THUNDER ROLLS GULLY 


but could only cling to fifth spot as Dandenong 
came from a goal down at the interval to clinch 


a 21 victory. 


playing rugby, the referee's 
done a terrific job. If we're 
playing soccer, well, stand in 
front of the mirror and have a 
look. If he’s going to referee 
the grand final, I would not be 
paying for a ticket,” he said. 

Port will also be without 
several players for the remain- 
ing rounds. 

“ Jost three players today. 
We lost Nick Palamaris with a 
hamstring. He'll be out for 
three weeks now. Peter 
‘Tsolakis is also injured and 
John Pappas has gone to hospi- 
tal with a suspected broken 
jaw. He copped an elbow when 
Benileigh scored their second 
goal. 

“T’'ve had wonderful days at 
Bentleigh Greens,” Chalkitis, 
who coached the Greens for 
six seasons, said. “But it’s 
been a black day today for me 
personally. Not because I lost, 
because | can take | , it's 
part of the game, but I felt, 
maybe everything wasn’t just 
right today,” he said. 


Steve Mangos and Peter Spiteri were promi- 
nent at the back for Gully and Henry Velkovski 


battled hard in the middle. 


untroubled, 


minul 


on target. 


Gully were bypassing theif losing mid-field 
with long range balls to Tony Neceski and Nick 
Papadopoulos, but the Dandenong defence was 


With a minute of the first half remaining the 
deadlock was broken. Gully left back Steve 
Martin took the ball down his wing before 
crossing high to the far corner of the penalty 
box. Brandon Vassallo was unmarked and 
drilled a low shot inside the left hand upright. 

The goal rejuvenated Gully and, for twenty 
fier half time, they launched repeated 
attacks on the Dandenong goal. But Dandenong 
gradually got on top and Reyes equalised from 
seven metres after 75 minutes. 

With five minutes to go, Green Gully Jost the 
game with an own goal. The ball fell for the 
Dandenong forwards and the ball was slammed 


Martin got a toe to it and deflected into his 
‘Own net. Dandenong continues to cling to the 
hope of avoiding relegation. The Thunder hosts 
Preston on Saturday in a crucial encounter, 
while Green Gully travels to Port Melbourne on 
Sunday to keep their finals chances on track. 


By 


rivals in 


better 


4-1 


and 


Bentleigh 


By Bart vor Becat 
RESTON Lions 
kept up the pace 
with all its rele- 

gation-threatened 


round of matches. 

The Lions were the 
side in 
Macedonian 
beating Altona Magic 
at B.T. Connor 
Reserve last Sunday. 
The score was 1-1 at 
half time, but the Lions 
burst 


Heidelberg United 1-0 


Thunder got past Green 
Gully 2-1. 

Altona vice-president 
Millissa Fischer-Massa 
was in constant touch 
with the Magic bench 
from her other club 


Moorabbin, where she 
is president. 

To her delight the 
Greens overcame Port 
Melbourne 2-1. 


play-off 


a dramatic 


the 
derby, 


St 


Dandenong Reser 


Green Gully. 


Greens at 


stadium in 
Melbourne. 


PACE wit 
RIVALS 


“T want a grand final 
between 
Altona and Bentleigh 
and I want Bentleigh to 
win. They haven't won 
a (VPL) championship 
and I want them to win 
one. They came so 
close last year (finished 
runner-up),” the mercu- 
rial Fischer-Massa said. 

Meanwhile, the Lions 
are four points away 
from second bottom 
Dandenong and locked 
‘on equal 28 points with 
Albans 


through after PRESTON 4° 
Pawkner. 

the break to 

take control Preston can 

and seal vic- Secure: 

lory. place in the 
Later dur- y in a er 

ing the day, AQ es 

Fawkner(s (A\ Saturday 

Blues nar- Rese nee i 

boeing Guar Dandenong 


at George Andrews 


A draw would be 
enough to ensure the 
Lions stay in the top 
flight, Its last round 
match is at home to 


The-finals are on July 
22, 29 and August 5. 
The grand final is on 
August 12 at Bob Jane 
South 


VIC PREMIER LEAGUE 


LADDER 


(aFTeR Rounp 20) 


Bulleen Zebras 
Port Melb’Rne Sharks 
Heidelberg United 
Bentleigh Greens 
Green Gully Caval’Rs 
Altona East Phoenix 
Altona Magic 

St. Albans Saints 
Preston Lions 
Fawkner Blues 
Dandenong Thunder 
Essendon Royals 
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19 
20 
19 
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20 
20 
20 
19 
19 
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By Glenn Davis 


pswich Knights provided 
[: of the biggest 
boiloyers of the 
Queensland premier league 
season with an upset 1-0 win 
over reigning premiers 
Brisbane City at Erie Evans 
Reserye on Sunday, 
Brisbane City’s loss ~its first 
defeat of the season —ensured a 
thrilling match-up next round 
between league 


Wie avid verses 
Wynnum and 
Brisbane City 


who now trail 
the Wolves by 
three points but 
with a game in 
hand, 

Ipswich coach 
Frank Pimblett was 
thrilled with the 
Knights’ performance which 
put the Coalminers back into 
fourth place in their bid for a 
Top Six berth. 

Pimblett singled out three 
players, goalkeeper Jason 
Lucas, defender Clint Scott and 
midfielder Pete MeKendrick 
for special praise after the 
Knights’ upset. 

A mix-up on the half hour in 
the Brisbane City defence 
enabled Matt Hilli to pressure 
the visitors defence for an easy 
tap-in for the the game’s only 
goal, 

Pimblett believed the 
Knights’ deserved their victory 
after battling the odds against 
their more fancied opponents, 


BRISBANE CITY 


“Tt wasn’t a flashy game and 
was more of an arm wrestle for 
both sides,” Pimblett said. 

“They made the fatal error of 
letting a ball bounce which 
allowed Matti Hilli to pressure 
their defence and eventually 
come up with an easy goal, 

“We battled hard all game 
and I admit we had a bit of luck 
but in games like this against 
Brisbane City you've got to 
learn to ride that luck 

Brisbane City coach Danny 
Wright said his 
side had enough 
chances to win the 
game but bad luck 
and the bumpy 
ground proved the 
leveller. 

“We created quite 

a few chances and 
hit the crossbar three 
times and had one 

cleared off the line,” 
Wright said, 

“It’s our first loss of the sea- 
son but their field was a dis- 
grace. 

“No-one is to blame for the 
state of the ground - it simply 
gets too much traffic. 

“We've got Queensland Cup 
commitments next week and 
then we've got to play 
Wynnum which will be a cru- 
cial game for both sides.” 


ynnum maintained 
their slender lead 
at the top of the 


premiership table after 
inflicting a 5-0 home thrash- 
ing over Easts on Saturday 


night. 

Wynnum led 3-0 at half time 
with rival coach Frank Byrne 
describing the Tigers’ loss as a 
humiliation. 

Wynnum took a 1-0 lead 
after only 10 minutes when 
Paul de Vries made up for a 
missed penalty inside the 
opening minute with 
a simple header. 

Anthony Roche 
then made it 2-0 
with the first of a 
hatrick on the half 
hour finishing off 
a cutback from 
Karl Dodd. 

Ten minutes before the inter- 
val Roche pounced again com- 
bining in a one-two with Brad 
Ditton before driving home 
with his left foot. 

Tokesi, sensing his side was 
set for a comfortable win, 
brought on former skipper 
Tony McKinless who-celebrat- 
ed his 300th appearance for the 
‘Wolves at half time. 


Roy Huth: Sealed victory for 
Rochedale Rover. 


Gold Coaster esneyesa 
TBA Raiders. 
Wynnum .. 

Rochedale Rovers . 
Pine Rivers... . 
IPSW Knights... 


Jl 
1 


Brisbane Lions 
B'Berg Waves . 
Eastern Subs 
Mt Gravatt . 
Taringa Rovers 
Brisbane City 


XXXX Reserves 


Gold Coast ..... 
TBA Raiders .. 
» Wynnum... . 
Rochedale Rov. 
Pine Rivers... . 
IPSW Knights . 


Brisbane Lions 
B'Berg Waves . 
Easter Subs ......... 
Mt Gravatt ..... 
Taringa Rovers 
Brisbane City 


XXXX Youth 


TBA Raiders. 
Wynnum. ...... 
IPSW Knights . 

TBA Raiders 


Brisbane City 
Eastern Subs . . 
Brisbane City 

Sunshine Coast . 


. (Postponed) 


Wynnum made sure of the 
three points when striker Scott 
Rocker netted his side’s fourth 
at the near past while Roche 
headed home his hattrick after 
the break. 

Beaten coach Frank Byrne is 
concerned the Tigers are now 

looking over their shoul- 
ders as relegation can- 
didates despite their 
recent revival and a 


midweek draw 
with Brisbane 
Lions. 


“We've been miss- 
ing a few players in 
our backline 
through injuries and suspen- 
sions but we haven’t been cre- 
ating many chances,” Byrne 
said. 

“Brisbane City, the Gold 
Coast and Wynnum are the best 
three sides in the league at the 
moment and all three clubs 
have given us a football lesson 
when we've played them. 

“Unfortunately we're unable 
to compete each week at this 
level and we're getting found 
out depth wise.” 


ochedale Rovers 
picked up a valuable 
three pointer after 


downing Mt. Gravatt 2-0 at 
Underwood Park. 

Rochedale coach Keiran 
Cooper was delighted with the 
result but was far from happy 
with his side’s performance. 

After a scoreless first half 
Taro Urabe finished off a Todd 


Patch cross in a goalmouth- 


ROUND U7 
Semi Freon League 


The Gap . 
Acacia Ridge . 
North Star . 
Mitchelton 
Slacks Creek... , 
Souths Utd 


Albany Creek 


sem Pro Reserves 


The Gap 
Acacia Ridge 
North Star . 
Mitchelton 
Slacks Creek ..... 
Souths Utd . 
Olympic Utd 


scramble for the opening goal 
before midfielder Roy Huth put 


“We destroyed them in the 
first half but couldn’t score,” 
Cooper said. 

“Possession wise we were 
good value but it was a comedy 
of errors in front of goal.Every 
game is a battle particularly 
with relegation this year.” 

Mt Grayatt coach Mal Bland 
conceded his side started badly 


Michael Baird: Got on the 


and were lucky to go in at the 

break on level terms but score sheet for Brisbane 
believed the turning point in Lions. 

the game came when a Paul their recent win over 
Dickensen shot hit the crossbar Bundaberg not to have 


and rebounded out. achieved their goal. 

“Had we scored that goal I 
don’t think they were playing 
well enough to come back,” 
Bland said, 

“It looked like petering out 
to draw until they scored both 
goals inside the final 12 min- 


/ 


'n other matches Brisbane 
I s continued their 
indifferent form ,going 
down 3-2 to the Gold Coast, 
Toowoomba and Bundaberg 


drew 0-0 


ules. 

“When Roy Huth scored 
their second it hit the crossbar 
and bounced in. It just wasn’t 
our night.” 

Bland recently gave the 
Hawks a short term goal of 
picking up blocks of six points 
and was disappointed after 


while Taringa edged out bot- 
tom placed Pine Rivers 2-1, 

At Palm Beach, the Gold 
Coast had to rely on an own 
goal for the winner after goals 
from Neil Ferguson and Steve 
Fitzsimmons were cancelled 
out by Lions’ strikers Michael 
Baird and Des Hughes. 


ait iPro Youth 


Acacia Ridge .... 
North Star 

Mitchelton ... 
Slacks Creek . 
Souths Utd... 
Olympic Utd. 


QUEENSLAND 


PREMIER 
LEAGUE 


Capalaba, F 
Grange Thistle ............ 
Rocklea Utd... FIXTURES 
Newmarket 
Redlands Utd ..........4.. CROUND 17) 
‘Abany Creck Saturday 14th July 
Capalaba ....... Mt Gravatt v TBA Raiders 6,00pnr 
Grange Thistle .. 
Rocklea Utd... 
Newmarket . 
Redlands Utd . Sunday Sth July 
North Pine 

B'Berg Waves v Gold Coast 2.45pm 
‘Albany Creek. Brisbane Lions v IPSW Knights 4.00pm 
Capalaba... Bri fi 4 
eau risbane City v Wynnum 2.45pm 
Rocklea Utd Eastern Subs v Pine Rivers 3.00pm 
Newmarket ..... ss 
Redlands Utd . Taringa Rovers v Rochedale Roy 2.45pm 
North Pine ... 
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"FIRST DIVISION: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 

"Bankstown City Lions 1 (1 MacDonald 26m), Macarthur 
Rams 0 Fairfield Bulls 2 (A Mammoliti 28m M Borg 
32m), Rockdale City Suns 1 (S Cklamovski 66m) 

Dulwich Hill 0, AC United 3 (A Araujo 13/18m J 
Melissourgos 46m) Fraser Park Jets 1 (A Saad 80m), 
Hajduk Wanderers 2 (M Van Cuylenberg 25m A 
Macerola 59m) Hurstville City Minotaurs 2 (S Kladis 
80/81m), Stanmore Hawks 2 (G Collins 57/82m) MSC 
Liverpool 1 (J Amendolia 38m) 

GRADE 21; Manly Warringah Dolphins 
1Bankstown City Lions 1, Macarthur Rams 1 Fairfield 
Bulls 0, Rockdale City Suns 1 Dulwich Hill 0, AC United 
1 Fraser Park Jets 1, Hajduk Wanderers 2 Hurstuile City 
Minotaurs 0, Stanmore Hawks 2 MSC Liverpool 1 

GRADE 18: Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 
Bankstown City Lions 2, Macarthur Rams 0) Fairfield 


Bulls 2, Rockdale City Suns 2 Dulwich Hill 1, AC United 
2 Fraser Park Jets.2, Haiduk Wanderers 1 Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 5, Stanmore Hawks 2 MSC Liverpool 1 

GRADE 17: Parramatta Eagles 2 Sydney Olympic 
0, Wollongong Wolves 1 Penrith Panthers 1, Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 0 Sydney Olympic 1, Sydney United 
3 Canterbury Marrickville 0, Sutherland Shire 0 Marconi 
Stallions 2, St George 4 Newcastle United 1, Northern 
Spirit 5 Parramatta Eagles 1, Bankstown City Cubs 0 
Leichhardt Tigers 1, Blacktown City Demons 1 Manly 
Warringah 0, Fairfield Bulls 5 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 Central Coast Coasties 0 

GRADE 15: Wollongong Wolves 2 Penrith Panthers 
4, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2 Sydney Olympic 3, 
Sydney United 1 Canterbury Marrickville 0, Sutherland 
Shire 1 Marconi Stallions 4, St George 1 Newcastle 
United 2, Northem Spirit 2 Parramatta Eagles 0, 
Bankstown City Cubs 2 Leichhardt Tigers 1, Blacktown 
City Demons 2 Manly Warringah 0, Fairfield Bulls 1 
Macarthur Rams 1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 Central 
Coast Coasties 0. Marconi Stallions 3 Bankstown City 
Cubs 0. 


/E=|NSW Youth League Results 


GRADE 14: Wollongong Wolves 5 Penrith Panthers 
0, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2 Sydney Olympic 4, 
Sydney United 3 Canterbury Marrickville 1, Sutherland 
Shire 0 Marconi Stallions 1, St George 0 Newcastle 
United 2, Northem Spirit 1 Parramatta Eagles 1, 
Bankstown City Cubs 4 Leichhardt Tigers 0, Blacktown 
City Demons 4 Manly Warringah 0, Fairfield Bulls 0 
Macarthur Rams 1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Central 
Coast Coasties 0. Marconi Stallions 1 Sydney United 1 

GRADE 13: Wollongong Wolves 0 Penrith Panthers 
0, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0 Sydney Olympic 11, 
Sydney United 1 Canterbury Marrickville 1, Sutherland 
Shire 0 Marconi Stallions 1, St George 2 Newcastle 
United 0, Northern Spirit 7 Parramatta Eagles 0, 
Bankstown City Cubs 1 Leichhardt Tigers 1, Blacktown 
City Demons 2 Manly Warringah 0, Fairfield Bulls 0 
Macarthur Rams 2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Central 
Coast Coasties 1 - 


GRADE 12: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Central 
Coast Coasties 3, Sutherland Shire 0 Marconi Stallions 
0, Northern Spirit 2 Parramatta Eagles 1, Bansktown 


City Cubs 2 Leichhardt Tigers 0, Blacktown City 
Demons 5 Manly Warringah Dolphins 3, Fairfield Bulls 
1 Macarthur Rams 1 ri 


SUPER CADET 
LEAGUE 


GRADE 11: Parramatta Eagles 0 Sydney Olympic 
2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Central Coast,Coasties 9, 

Sutherland Shire 0 Marconi Stallions 2, Northern Spirit 

1 Parramatta Eagles 0, Bankstown City Cubs 1 

Leichhardt Tigers 1, Blacktown City Demons 0 Manly 

Warringah Dolphins 0, Fairfield Bulls 1 Macarthur Rams 

3, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 1 Sydney Olympic 0, 

Wollongong Wolves 6 Penrith Panthers 0, Sydney. 
United 1 Canterbury Marrickville 1 


GRADE 12: Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2 Sydney 
Olympic 4, Wollongong Wolves 1 Penrith Panthers 1, 
Sydney United 9 Canterbury Marrickville 1 


By Otto Bader 


atest From the Wolyes Den 

/— NSL Player of the Year 
Scott Chipperfield is going over- 
seas, having signed for Swiss top 
league club FC Basel — a beau- 
tiful town on the Swiss/German 
border, He signed for 4 years and 
all local friends knowing Chipps, 
will follow his progress with 
interest. 

Striker Sasho. Petrovski, the 
Wolves top marksman this year 
is at present in Germany for tri- 
als with several clubs, trying to 
win a players contract, While the 
Wolves will be sorry to see him 
20, the fans would be proud to 
see one of their own doing well 
in Europe. 


new player has joined the 

Wolves - 19 year old Naum 
Sekulovski, formerly — with 
Eastern Pride, a former national 
U/IT player with the successful 
Joeys, his strength playing as an 
attacking midfield/striker and 
with plenty of speed to burn. The 
fans will be looking forward to 
see him in action. 


CU Premier League Soccer - 

results round 12 and review! 
3 home team wins, 2 away wins, 
I draw, total of 28 goals scored, 
no real upsets, lower teams are 
still battling 

Wollongong » Olympic 
Balgownie 2:2; 4th placed met 
6th placed, played Friday night 
under lights, goals scored by the 
visitors Victor Costabile and Joe 
Bruni. Olympic needed two 
penalties awarded and converted 
by Andy Amegashie to secure 
one point. Both coaches are 
looking for improvement in next 
games against’ Lysaght and 
Coniston. 

Coniston y Bulli 2:1; Placed 
2nd played 9th, much closer than 
expected. The visitors provided 
tough opposition. Next to meet 
Balgownie and Cringila, both 
dangerous opponents. 

Picton y Cringila 1:2; A 


16 


Sasho Petrovski: Trialling in Germany, in search of anew 


clubside. 


great effort by the visitors with 
10th played Tih. Both out to gain 
points, rot yet safe. Next to play 
Port Kembla and Bulli, most dif- 
ficult tasks, 

Port Kembla y Northern 
United 5:1; A clear win for the 
home side, 3rd on the table 
played last, goals from Nick 
Polimenakos (2), Michael Clare 
(2) an Shane Williams, much too 
good for the visitors who strug- 
gle for points, next to play Picton 
and Shoalhaven, a chance for 
North to improve their situation. 

Shoalhaven vy Western 
Suburbs 1:7; A flood of goals, 
4th played 11th, goals for West 
by Shane McGirr (4), Jason 
Wenig, Neil Harlock, Paul 
Robards, the game one-sided, 
next to play North and 
Keinblawarra for West, meeting 


the competition leaders. 

Kemblawarra v Lysaght 
Competition first placed played 
8th. Goals from Cord Tolson and 
a penalty from John Flack plus a 
late goal from Jason Matthews 
made sure of the win. Next 
games to play are against West 
and Olympic, no easy opponents, 

Match of the Day on Sunday 
is West y Kemblawarra, 4th y Ist 
placed. 

Points Table - Kemblawarra 
29, Coniston 27. Port 24, West 
22, Olympic 20, Balgownie 19, 
Cringifa 19, Lysaght 11, Bulli 11, 
Picton 10, Shoalhaven 7, North 
1, In Reserve Grade Port leads 
awith 26 points, in Youth Grade 
Lysaght 26 points, also same 
points Cringila and Bulli. 

ICU First Division - results 
and reviews - only 2 home team 
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wins, 5 away wins, | draw, total 
of 34 goals scored. Leading the 
table are Warilla on 27 points, 
Kiama 26, Albion Park 
Tarrawanna 24 followed by 3 
clubs on 22 points, In Reserve 
Grade Tarrawanna tops the lad- 
der with 31 points, Youth Grade 
University leads with also 31 
points, 

Highlands y Fernhill 2:1, 9th 
played 12th, a penalty converted 
decjded the issue, next to play 
South Coast United — an 
Shellharbour City. 

Illawarra United y Berkeley 
1:9, looks like a collapse with a 
flood of goals, next to play 
Kiama with Berkeley having the 
dreaded BYE, 

Ruse y Shellharbour City 
1:4, a good effort by the visitors 
secured the points, goals from, 
Emrin Cuttle (3) and Nathan, 
Gensbichler - a raw talent from. 
the youth pool, next to play 
against Bellambi and Fernhill 

Albion Park WE y Warilla 
2:1. Competitive. match with 
both sides eager to win. Goals 
for the host Tony Donayan and 
Ian Morris. The visitors scored 
with Richard Zamora. Excellent 
refereeing. Next to play 
Helensburgh and’ Barbarians, 
Warilla won Youth Grade 
with Karl Borg (4) and Reserve 
Grade 4:1 - only just missed out 
in First Grade. 

Tarrawanna vy South Coast 
1:2. A minor surprise. 4th placed 
met 10th, severely damaging 
Tarrawanna’s ambitions. Next to 
play University and Highlands. 

Dapto y Kiama 0:3. The visi- 
tors far too speedy, a young side 
with potential now in 2nd place. 
Next to play Woonona and 
Illawarra United. 

Woonona y Bellambi 1:2. 
Not quite the expected result for 
the. home side, hoping for more. 
Next to play Dapto and Ruse. 

University vy Helensburgh 
2:2. Both teams well placed on 
the ladder, expected close match. 
Not surprise the result. Next to 
play Tarrawanna and Albion 
Park WE. 


Club Event Forthcoming - 
Warilla Wanderers Soccer Club 
present a Sportsman Dinner 
Auction Night on Saturday 
14/7/01 at the Sporties Club 
Warilla, time 8 PM, cos 
special guest speak 
tickets from Joe Ruiz on 
0404147901 or 7 
the — Sporties 
‘Club 42963000. 
Auctioned are 
Aussie- Jersey _ 
signed by Mark 
Viduka, Wolves 
Jersey signed and 
a Steelers Jersey 
signed by the play- 
ers, 

Junior Soccer Along 


Clinics - last reminder to enrol 
now for the July School Holiday 
Soccer Clinics, phone Mrs, 
Sheila Morris on 42961340 this 
week, ¥ 
Glen Fontana, Director of 
Coaching - continues Junior 
development in Hlawarra with 
the School of 
Excellence at 
t h oe 
Wollongong 
University, 
age groups 8 
to 1D years, A 
special goal. 
r keeping clinic is 
also run under the 
scheme, Various devel- 


opment for older age 


the South Coast - Albion “2 groups is followed on by the 


Park's Mighty U/8’s - also 
known as Grand Dad’s team, 
field 4 girls with Talesha, Emily, 
Catherine, Michelle, earned 
themselves a feast at McDonalds 
for their first ever win, Grand 
Dad Jim Nolan also manages the 
club's two U/I8 teams, that is 
called dedication. 

Shellharbour U/13’s success- 
ful = in the Gary- Upton 
Memorial Knock-out for U/13 
teams, held at Judy Masters 
Oval, Balgownie, hosted for the 
last 30. years to commemorate 
the life of Gary Upton who trag- 
ically died when only 4 teenager 
playing for Balgownie. 20 teams 
entered and Shellharbour record- 
ed wins against Balgownie B’s 
and A's, Oak Flats C's, 
Unanderra, Albion Park and Oak 
Fi in the final, walking 
away with the magnificent tro- 
phy. The team is Andrew Stein, 
Nick Brankovic, Jamie 
Tlezovski, Michael Kezovski, 
Christian Belinha, Chris 
Brglevski, Damien Naumovski, 
Aaron Della Verova, Daniel 
Vasilevski, Robert Greig, Daniel 
Carpetta, Oliver Slaveski, Ilce 
Blazevski, Ricky Viselli and 
Andrew Terziovksi, coach Peter 
Terziovski. The day before the 
team won their competition 
match against Dapto by 4:0. 

Junior Soccer Coaching 


Director of Coaching, former 
Wolves player, now successful 
coach Glen Fontana, Countless 
youngsters progressed to the 
NSW Youth League. The pro- 
gramme runs with the co-ordina- 
tion of the 26 Illawarra junior 
soccer clubs. At present two 
U/l4’s Breigin O'Connor and 
Timim Norzad made it into the 
NSE State team, coming through: 


on Sunday, numerous youngsters 
enjoying Roo-Ball, about 50) plus 
teams competed. Shellharbour’s 
three U/7 teams won the March- 
Passed , a very proud moment 
for the little soccer players. 

Referee Retires - long serving 
referee David Owen, now 
President of the Referees 
Association, has blown his whis- 
tle for the last time at the week- _ 
end in the match between 
Olympic and Balgownie, award- 
ing two penalties, which is defi- 
nitely the last one for David. He 
has decided to hand over duties 
fo the younger generation, but 
still stays invotved in the admin- 
istration side. 

Referee Quiz - much to 
everybody's surprise the goal 
keeper takes a throw-in for his 
team. What should be done? 
(Answer: allow the throw to pro- 
ceed). 


VALENTINE SPORTS PARK 
235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 2768 ® Phone (02) 9629 1800 


BULLS CONTINUE THEIR CHARGE 
IN A ROUND OF UPSETS 


Fraser Park striker Abbas Saad scored his teams solitary goal in a 3-1 loss to 
AC United. Fraser Park are now struggling near the foot of the Winter Super 


AC United 3 
Fraser Park 1 
C United strengthened 
their play-off aspirations 
with a solid 3-1 victory over 
the Fraser Park Jets at 
Abruzzi Oval 
A barnstorming first-half 
saw the home side net three 
unanswered goals in a domi- 
nant display of football. Alex 
Araujo continued his good 
form scoring the first two 
goals, while big Jim 
Melissourgos scored his 
side’s third on the stroke of 
half time. The second period 
proved to be a tough midfield 
battle with few opportunities 
going to either team, until 
former Socceroo Abbas Saad 


League table. 
scored late in the match. The 
solitary goal not enough to 
spoil the United party in their 
3-1 win. 


Rockdale City 1 
Dulwich Hill 0 
the Rockdale City Suns 
were able to repay their 
supporters loyalty with a 1-0 
win over Dulwich Hill in 
front of 1000 jubilant fans, 
What made the victory 
even more sweet was the fact 
that it was done without star 
striker Francis Awaritefe (out 
with illness) and talented 
midfielder Kresimir Marusic 
(sent off after 10 minutes) 
The lone goal was scored by 
Suns midfielder Steve 


Cklamovski who scored one 
of the best goals of the sea- 
son with a 30-metre scream- 
er. It was his first of the year 
and one to treasure as il gave 
his team the three points in 
this important clash between 
two of the heavyweights of 
the competition. 


Stanmore Hawks 2 
MSC Liverpool 1 
tanmore Hawks have all 
but condemned MSC 

Liverpool to the wooden 
spoon, after posting an 
emphatic 2-1 win at 

Arlington Oval. 

A spirited second half 
revival led by striker Greg 
Collins with two goals was 


enough to see the Hawks 
overcome a 1-0 halftime 
deficit and the send off of 
their midfielder Peter 
Antonopoulos to a straight 
ted card. MSC Liverpool 
posted the first goal of the 
game to Jamie Amendolia 
but their intensity tapered off 
in the second-half which 
allowed Hawks midfielders 
Yane Talcevski and Eddie 
Briscoe ample room to lay 
the foundations for the win. 


Hajduk Wanderers 2 
Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 2 
jE pele City Minotaurs 

staged one of the great 
fight-backs of the season to 
share the points with-Hajduk 
Wanderers at Hajduk 
Stadium. 

After opening the scoring 
midway through the first half 
the home side lay siege on 
the visitor’s goal and should 
have had more than the soli- 
tary goal at the beak. 

To their credit Hurstville 
neither gave in and played 
much of the second half with 
only 10 men and after a 
rather controversial decision 
‘Went against them in the 58th 
minute resulting in a goal 
being awarded they contin- 
ued to trouble Wanderers. In 
the last 10 minutes hard- 
working striker Evangelos 
Petratos made 2 great runs 
into the box only to be 
brought down on both occa- 
sions earning his side two 
penalties which Michael 
Kladis calmly slotted past the 
keeper to earn his side a 2-2 
draw. ¥ 


Macarthur Rams 0 
Fairfield Bulls 2 
The Fairfield Bulls have 

proven they can handle any- 


Manly Warringah 
Fairfield Bulls 
Bankstown City Lions 
Dulwich Hill 
Kockdale City Suns 
AC United 

Hajduk Wanderers 
Macarthur Rams 
H’ville City Minotaurs 
Fraser Park 
Stanmore Hawks 
“MSC Liverpool 
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thing thrown at them recently 
and this continued with a 
resilient 2-0 win over a phys- 
ical Macarthur Rams outfit at 
Lynwood Park on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Fairfield weathered an 
early storm in which the 
Rams looked menacing, cre- 
ating half chances and clos- 
ing down their more fancied 


Opponents with some aggres- 
sive defending. 
However, the Bulls 


showed that they can absorb 
pressure as well as inflicting 
it and took five minutes to 
sew this match up. Adam 
Mammoliti scuffed his left- 
footed effort in the 28th 
minute, but saw it bobble 
into the bottom right corner 


FEDEHATION 
eA 


and the impressive Mathew 
Borg hit his 12th of the sea- 
son, when he drew Chad 
Taylor and slid one under the 
advancing keeper. The Bulls 
charge shows no signs of 
being halted and climb to 
second spot. 


Manly Warringah 0 
Bankstown City 1 
Boe moved to. 

within one point of their 
opponents at the top of the 
NSWSF Super League table, 
with a hard fought 1-0 victo- 
ry over the Dolphins on 
Sunday afternoon, 

Both teams were attacking 
atall opportunities, but it was 
Bankstown City who con- 
verted their opportunities 


Winter Super 
League 
- WWW.SOCCernsw.com.all 


into a goal in the 26th 
minute. 

Tain MacDonald managed 
to get on the end of a pin- 
point cross with a diving shot 
that flew past Dolphins keep- 
er Dean McCreath, and into 
the top corner of the Manly 
Warringah goal. 

Late in the match, both 
teams were reduced to 10 
men, after an altercation 
inyolving the Dolphins Peter 
Antar and the Lions Luksic 
resulted in the referee show- 
ing both men the red card. 
Bankstown City is continu- 
ing to show that they are title 
contenders, and have consol- 
idated their position in the 
Top Five, 

/ 


MSC Liverpool v Rockdale City Suns 


ROUNEY 17 
SATURDAY 7TH JULY 


Fairfield Bulls v Manly Warringah 


Fraser Park Jets v Hajduk Wanderers. 


First Grade: 5.00pm 
SUNDAY 8TH JULY 


Bankstown City Lions v AC United 


Dulwich Hill v Macarthur.Rams 


Hurstville City Minotaurs v Stanmore Hawks St George Stadium 


ROUND S Rescheduled Game 
THURSDAY STH JULY — 


MSC Liverpool v Stanmore Hawks 


First Grade: 8.15pm 


ROUND 8 Rescheduled Game 
WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY 


Hurstville City Minotaurs v Fraser Park 


First Grade: 8.1. 


ROUND 15 Rescheduled Game 


THURSDAY 5TH JULY 
MSC Liverpool v Dulwich Hill 


Grade 18: 6.30pm 


Hammondville Park 


St George Stadium 


Hammondville Park 


Nineveh Field 


Fraser Park 


Jensen Park 


Arlington Oval 


Hammohdville Park 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
Winter Super League and other NSW 
Soccer news on our website: 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


E 
Official clothing 
supplier to NSWSF 
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Brazil lose again! 


ruguay left Brazil in dan- 

ger of missing a World 

Cup for the first time on 
Sunday with a controversial 1-0 
win in a key qualifying match. 

Tt was the four-times world 
champions’ fifth match without a 
win, Federico Magallanes convert- 
ed a 32nd-minute penalty as 
Uruguay, a fallen power in interna- 
tional soccer, revived their own 
chances and left Brazil delicately 
poised in the South American qual- 
ifying group. 

Brazil remain fourth in the quali- 
fying group with 21 points but are 
now ahead of Uruguay only on goal 
difference. 

Four teams qualify, with the fifth 
playing off against Oceania region 


winners Australia, But with a diffi- 
cult run-in, Brazil’s record as the 
only country to have played at 
every World Cup finals is in danger, 

Rivaldo had yet another dismal 
game for his country and veteran 
striker Romario barely touched the 
ball. 

‘The penalty was awarded when a 
weaving run by Recoba ended with 
a foul by right-back Cafu just inside 
the penalty area. 

Magallanes calmly placed a low 
shot to the right of goalkeeper 
Marcos 

Scolari, whose appointment was 
a reward for winning @ hatful of tro- 
phies in club football but who has 
been accused of employing a win- 
at-all-costs approach, brought on 


Alvaro Recoba of Uruguay shields the ball from Cris of the 
Brazilian national team during the World Cup qualifying 
game in Montevideo, Uruguay. 


strikers Jardel and Euller in the last 
half hour without success. 

Brazil have taken only one out of 
their last nine World Cup points and 
have Jost their last three games in 
all competitions. 

Their last win was against 
Cameroon at the Confederations 
Cup. 


SOUTH AMERICA 
LATEST STANDINGS 


Argentina 1310 2 13311 32 
Paraguay 138 2 32111 26 
Ecuador 138 1 41716 25 
Brazil 13.6 3 4221221 
Uruguay 136 3 4159 21 
Colombia 135 4 41212 19 
Bolivia 13 3 4 6 142013 
Peru 133 3°71217 12 
Chile 133 1 91218 10 
Venezuela 131 1 118 40 4 


Note: Top four teams qualify for 
the World Cup in Japan and South 
Korea. Fifth team plays off against 
Oceania region winners Australia 
for another place, 


Tunisian striker Imed Mhadhbi (right) Chases the ball with Congo defender Louis Olomi (left) 


during their World Cup African qualifying match in Tunis. 


Cameroun, $-Africa through 


qualify for next year’s World Cup on 
Sunday, before being closely followed 
into the finals by South Africa. 

Cameroon easily overcame Togo 2-0 at home 
in Yaounde to ensure top place in Group A, but 
South Africa had to withstand late pressure from 
hosts Burkina Faso in a 1-1 draw in Ouagadougou 
that kicked off two hours later. 

Morocco are within a point of joining the pair 
in the finals after they beat arch-rivals Egypt in a 
key Group C clash in Rabat on Saturday. 


REMAINING 
FIXTURES 


C=" became the first country to 


Zambia v Cameroon (July 14) 
Togo v Libya (July 15) 

Angola v Togo (July 28) 

Libya v Zambia (July 29) 
Ghana v Sudan (July 14) 
Sierra Leone v Liberia (July 14) 
Nigeria v Ghana (July 28) 


Sudan v Sierra Leone (July 29) 
Egypt v Namibia (July 15) 
Senegal v Morocco (July 15) 
Algeria v Egypt (July 27 ) 
Namibia v Senegal (July 28) 
Congo v Ivory Coast (July 15) 
DR Congo v Tunisia (July 15) 
Madagascar v Congo (July 28) 
Ivory Coast v DR Congo(July 29) 
South Africa v Malawi (July 15) 
Zimbabwe v B-Faso (July 15) 
Malawi v Zimbabwe (July 28) 
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However, there was a major upset for Liberia, 
who were beaten 2-1 in Monrovia by Ghana and 
surrendered leadership of Group B to Nigeria, 
who won 4-0 away at Sudan. 

Nigeria are now back on track to qualify for the 
finals. 

A 27th minute goal from Spanish-based striker 
Sarhuel Eto'o, the hero of Cameroon's under-23 
team’s win at last year’s Olympic Games in 
Sydney, set the reigning African champions on 
their way in front of a boisterous 40,000-strong 
home crowd. 

South Africa had to withstand a second-half 
onslaught by their hosts to get the point they need- 
ed to reach the World Cup for the second succes- 
sive time. 

The visitors took the lead after 24 minutes 
when Danish-based winger Sibusiso Zuma scored 
with a free header at back post after a pin-point 
cross from Delron Buckley. 

Mustapha Hadji marked his return to the 
Moroccan side with a vital goal to put his country 
‘one point away from the finals, netting the only 
goal as Morocco beat Egypt 1-0 in front of 70,000. 

Morocco now need only a draw in their final 
‘qualifier at Senegal on July 15 to go through to the 
finals — and match Cameroon's five World Cup 
finals appearances. 

Liberia were shaping up to be the fairytale story 
of the African qualifiers, leading Nigeria by two 
points going into Sunday's games in group B. 

But Ghana broke the hearts of the home fans 
with a surprise away win with Isaac Boakye 
scrambling a winner on the hour. 

Nigeria made full use of the opportunity by 
winning 4-0 in Sudan, including two goals from 
Isracli-based striker Yakubu Aiyegbeni. 

‘The Super Eagles now need just a win in their 
last match at home to Ghana on July 28 to qualify 
for a third successive finals appearance. 


AFRICAN STANDINGS 


~ GROUP A 
Libya... «1 Angola . 
Cameroon . +2 Togo. 
Standings: 
1, Cameroon 7 60 1 12 2 18 
2. Angola Teese ai ip) CERES 
8. Zambia G8 21 Seay 
4. Togo 612 9 7426 
5, Libya 602 4 5 132 
*Cameroon quality 
GROUP B 
Liberia 1 Ghana . 
Sudan 0 Nigeria . 
Standings: 
4, Nigeria 7 212313 
2. Liberia 3.9 8 12 
3. Sudan 3599 
4, Ghana 2968 
5. Sierra Leone 4214 


5. Namibia 


Wory Coast . 
Tunisia . . . 
Standings: 
1. Tunisia 
2, Ivory Coast 
3. DR Congo 
4, Congo 

5. Madagascar 


GROUP E 


ni 
1. South Africa 5 
2. Zimbabwe a 
3. BurkinaFaso 5 
4, Malawi 4 
“South Africa qualify 
Note: Only the winner of the each of the five 
groups qualify for the World Cup finals. 


Johansson 
blasts Blatter 


EFA chief Lennart Johansson has 

launched an astonishing attack on 

FIFA president Sepp Blatter in the 
continuing fallout from the collapse of 
FIFA’s marketing partner ISMM/ISL. 

Johansson said he was “somewhat shocked 
and disappointed” by remarks made by 
Blatter last week about UEFA chief executive 
officer Gerhard Aigner, saying they were 
“totally unacceptable”. 

In a magazine interview, Blatter had 
accused Aigner of trying to turn officials of 
other confederations against him in a FIFA 
meeting in Zurich two weeks ago over 
ISMM/ISL’s collapse. Blatter also said 
though that he had a “Very friendly” rapport 
with Johansson. 

However, the remarks have incensed the 
UEFA chief, who unsuccessfully ran against 
Blatter in an acrimonious election campaign 
for the FIFA presidency in 1998, 

Tn contrast to the usual diplomatic tone of 
UEFA statements, the game’s ruling body in 
Europe said: “(Johansson) has today hit back 
at suggestions made*bythe FIFA president 
thabUBFA is conducting some form of witch- 
hunt against him.” 

Johansson said: “I, along with other 
European members of the FIFA Executive 
Committee, have been somewhat shocked 
and disappointed with the public statements 
of the FIFA president. 

“His attacks on the UEFA CEO (Aigner) 
are totally unacceptable and unwarranted, 

“The issues and questions that have been 
raised in relation to FIFA reflect the real con- 


cerns of myself, the UEFA Executive 
Committee and European members of the 
FIFA Executive Committee. “It is wrong to 
try and deflect attention away from these seri- 
ous matters by means of personal attack.” 

“The UEFA CEO acts in accordance with 
the strategy set by the UEFA Executive 
Committee and not on the basis of any per- 
sonal agenda, To suggest otherwise is neither 
accurate nor useful.” 

FIFA said on Tuesday they had received a 
copy of the UEFA statement. 

FIFA spokesman Andreas Herren: 
understand Mr Blatter has read it but there is 
no comment at this time.” Blatter left for 
South America last week, ahead of an execu- 
tive committee meeting and extraordinary 
congress in Buenos Aires. 


Confederation 


Under a heavy fog, the Brazilian national soccer team members stretch before practice at the Brazilian 
Soccer Confederation (CBF) training center, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The team was preparing for the 
now postponed Copa America competition. 


(CSF) president 


Colombia - called on officials to select 


olombia has been reinstated as 

the host nation for the Copa 

America despite security fears 
and a kidnapping bat the event has 
been postponed until next year. 

The decision came two days after 
the country had lost the event follow- 
ing a spate of car bombings and the 
kidnapping of leading local soccer 
official 

“The Copa America will be played 
next year in the republic of Colombia 
ata date to be established, 

said South American Football 


Nicolas Leoz after a meeting of the 


another country to host the event 


BRAZIL DROP 
RIVALDO, ROMARIO 


organisation’s directors in Buenos 
Aires. 

Nine of the 12 participating coun- 
tries had asked for the tournament to 
be suspended following the kidnap 
ping of Heman Mejia Campuzano, she 
Colombian Football Federation's vice- 
president, last week. 

Mejia Campuzano was freed later 
on Thursday but only after Eugenio 

Figueredo, the vice-president of the 
CSF, had declared: “The Copa 
America will not be in 


Colombia. There are positive 


Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, 


razil joined Argentina, 
Uruguay and 
Colombia in leaving 


| “some of their top players out 
of the Copa America. 
Veteran striker Romario, 
full-backs Cafu and Roberto 
Carlos, defender Antonio 
Carlos and Barcelona midfieTd- 
er Rivaldo were among the big 
names missing from the squad 


RECOBA, DIDA, OTHERS BANNED 
IN PASSPORT SCAM 


ore than a dozen 
soccer players 
have been 


banned for up to a year 
while their clubs face mil- 
lion dollar fines for their 
part in a false passport 
scandal that has rocked 
Italian soccer, 

Inter Milan’s Uruguayan 
striker Alvaro Recoba and 
Brazilian goalkeeper Dida of 
AC Milan were among those 
banned by the Italian 
Football League (FIGC) last 
week, but both teams imme- 
diately said they would 
appeal the ruling. 

There was happier news 
for Lazio whose Argentine 
midfielder Juan Sebastian 
Veron and club president 
Sergio Cragnotti were 
cleared of charges related to 
the probe into how some 
players gained European 
Union (EU) passports, 

“I am very pleased with 
the disciplinary committce’s 
verdict, because what I've 
been saying all along has 
now been recognised — that 
in the Veron affair, both 


Lazio and the player were 
tricked,” Cragnotti said in a 
statement. 

AC Milan said they would 
appeal against the suspension 
for Dida — who played on a 
Portuguese passport — and a 
1.0 billion lire ($445,600) 
fine handed to the club. 

“The only information I 
can give regarding this deci- 
sion is very simply that we 
will appeal,” Milan’s lawyer 
Leandro Cantamessa said. 

Inter vice-president 
Giuseppe Prisco said his 
legal team was at work to 
appeal against what he called 
“a harsh verdict on an error 
which we admit but which 
‘was made in good faith”. 

The — passport probe 
marred the final months of 
last season, which was also 
sullied by doping scandals 
and fan violence. 

Italian clubs are allowed a 
maximum of five non-EU 
players on their books but a 
corps of foreign players with 
EU passports takes to the 
field each week. 


Veron and other EU-pass- 


Dida 


port holding players had 
been charged with using false 
documents to obtain the 
prized paperwork, which 
essentially freed up space on 
club books for other foreign 
players. 

The Argentine had played 
on an Italian passport gained 
by claiming Italian ancestry 
through a great-great grand- 
father who emigrated to 
Argentina about a century 
ago. 

Football League prosecu- 
tor Carlo Porceddu had 
pushed for two-year bans to 
be handed down to Veron, 
Recoba, Dida and two former 
AS Roma players — 
Brazilian Fabio Junior and 
Argentine striker Gustavo 
Bartelt. 


signs that it will take place in 
Brazil.” 

Mejia Campuzano was 
abducted = by —_ the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces 
‘of Colombia, the country’s 
largest leftist rebel group. 
‘The tournament, due to kick 
off on July 11, was earlier in 
the week suspended and nine 


CSF president 
Nicolas Leoz. 


Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and 
Venezuela are the countries to have 
made the request. Mexico and Canada 
are the two other participants. 

There have also been fears about play- 
er safety after a letter was sent to the 
Argentine embassy in Bogota threat- 
ening to kidnap Argentina's star play- 


named by coach Luiz Felipe 
Scolari. 

Scolari said he did not want 
to place too much of a burden 
on 35-year-old Romario, who 
has just got over yet another 
calf muscle strain. 

“He has just recovered 
from injury and wouldn’t 


COURT CONFIRMS 


year,” said Scolari. “It’s better 
for him to get ready (for the 
second half of the year). He 
might even need to undergo 
surgery.” 

Scolari accepted the argu- 
ments of Rivaldd“and Antonio 
Carlos that they needed a break 
after several years without hol- 
idays. 

“The players not in the list 
are at the end of the season and 
can’t give any more,” said 
Scolari, referring to the 
European-based players. 
Roberto Carlos and Cafu told 
the coach they were not fully 
fit. 


nations excluding ers. 


last until the end of the 


«. after boycott threat 


lolombia president Andres Pastrana 

had vowed to make his country's 

team withdraw from the Copa 
America if they were not allowed to reclaim 
their role as hosts. 

Pastrana believes the release of their foot- 
ball. association's kidnapped vice-president 
Herman Campuzano should clear the way for 
the Confederation of South America Football 
(CSE) to reverse their decision to take the 
tournament out oftheir hands. 

Pastrana believes if the decision to move 
the tournament elsewhere is upheld then 
Columbia must refuse to attend for reasons of 
*dignity’. 


He added: "We want to invite South 
America, to show our hospitality yet the other 
countries say 'we can't go to their house, come 
to ours instead,’ That is a contradiction." 

‘The tournament has been in increasing tur- 
moil for the past 48 hours, with conflicting 
reports over whether the event would be sus- 
pended until Campuzano was freed. 

Instead the CSF took the step of taking it 
away from Colombia and press officer Sr 
Segovia said: "The Copa America has not 
been suspended. 

Brazil, Peru, Argentina and Venezuela are 
all in the running to step into the fold. 


re DFB also confirmed that league mateh- 
es wail be eal over wo ds ey week 


MARADONA'S 


ESTRANGED DAUGHTER 


n Argentine court ruled last week 

that soccer ace Diego Maradona, 

‘whose drug addiction and per- 
sonal controversies have dominated a 
rocky retirement, fathered a child out- 
side marriage. 

"We consider that the girl is an extra- 
marital daughter .., therefore from now on 
‘she will carry the surname of Maradona," 
Stated a resolution from a Buenos Aires 
appeals court in what is the second paterni- 
ty ruling against the 40-year-old Maradona, 
who is married with two children, . 

The case was brought in 1996 by an 
Argentine woman but the riames of those 
involved were withheld. The girl is five 
years old, 

Maradona, who led Argentina to World 
Cup triumph in 1986, retired from soccer in 
1997 and spent much of last year at a drug 
rehabilitation clinic in Cuba under treat- 
ment for a life-threatening heart condition. 

In 1995, Italian courts ruled that 
Maradona fathered a boy outside marriage 
by Italian Cristiana Sinagra. The boy was 
named Diego Maradona. 
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Sou 


By Joe Russo 


iorentina is in deep financial trouble and it would appear 

that their star players are up for sale. According to all 
reports the club is in debt to the tune of approximately $ 270 
million (Aust). 

‘Asa minimum they need to pay approximately $113 million to 
the Italian Federation in unpaid taxes and other contributions, It is 
a scene that would make Soccer Australia look like amateurs! 

How can a professionally run club in the Serie A, owned by 
Vittorio Cecchi Gori, be in so much debt? Ceechi Gon is certain 
1y no fool when it comes to money. He owns a television channel 
and made his fortune as a film producer - a business he inherited 
from his dad Mario, 

Goalkeeper and Italian international, Francesco Toldo, was all 
set to join Barcelona but that deal seems to have fallen apart at the 
last minute, However, the star custodian is still up for sale. 

Portuguese internationals, Rui Costa and Nuno Gomes, are 
also up for sale. 

Joining them on the market is striker Enrico Chiesa, the high- 
est scoring Italian player in the just ended season, and midfielder 
‘Angelo Di Livio. 

It all doesn’t seem well for the club - a club that is still denying 
that it is bankrupt. Cecchi Gori has a meeting this week with his 
advisors and other club stakeholders to.try and sort things out. 

0005 


‘arcello Lippi two weeks ago officially signed to return as 
Juventus coach. 

However, the rumours about his imminent return surfaced 
months ago, 

Lippi spent almost five seasons at Juventus and won three 
Scudettos for the club. 

He also took the club to three consecutive Champions League 
finals (1996 to 1998) with the dramatic 1996 win at the Olympic 
Stadium in Rome on penalties over Ajax Amsterditm, 

Prior to the end of the 1998/99 season he walked out on the 
club after a series of poor results and was replaced by Carlo 
Ancelotti. 

Lippi then moved to Inter for one year (1999/2000) and one 
ame in the 2000/01 season before resigning after intense criti- 
cist 


Ancelotti, the coach the fans never accepted, meanwhile com- 
pleted the 1998/09 season at the helm. In the next two years at 
Juve he finished a yery close second in the Scudetto race - to 
Lazio in dramatic circumstances in the last round fast year and to 
Roma this year, also pushing them all the way until the last round. 

‘So what is wrong with that? At any other club nothing, but at 
Juventus second place is not good enough. Hence be was sacked 
and Lippi has been recalled. 

For Lippi, who once coached Cesena, Napoli and Atalanta, all 
in the Serie A, his second stint at the helm of the Turin giants 
won't be easy. He is expected to win 

and itis as simple as that, However, the record for great coach 
es returning 10 their ‘favourite’ clubs isn't great, Giovanni 
‘Trapattoni left Juventus in 1986 after 11 seasons and six titles, 

He then moved to Inter (five years), Cagliari (very briefly) and 
Bayern Munich. 

He was recalled to Juventus in the early 90's for three more 
years but he could never emulate his great feats. He won no fur- 
ther titles as AC Milan totally dominated the scene. The memory 
of the groat Trapattoni was just that - a memory. 

Eventually Lippi replaced him and he went back to Bayern 
Munich. 

Arrigo Sacchi, in his first stint of four years, in the late 80's and 
early 90's at AC Milin, won one Scudetto, two European 
‘Champions Caps and two Toyota Cups before moving on to coach 
the lalian national team, 

In 1995/96 he returned to AC Milan for most of the season, 
when Fabio Capello moved to Real Madrid and the early season. 
coach, Oscar Tabarez, was sacked. 

Sacchi took over again and said he was returning to a club, 
which had always had a special place in his heart. Despite senti- 
ment, poor performances and a lowly tenth place finish saw 
Sacchi booted from AC Milan, 

Capello, recalled back from Real Madrid after winning the 
Spanish title replaced him. He had won four Scudettos in his first 
five years at AC Milan. However, his return season 1996/97 was 
equal to Sacchi's the previous year - tenth place. 

Capello, the club favourite, was also sacked. 

So Lippi will be trying to achieve something ‘Trapattoni, 
Sacchi and Capello could never achieve - success in theit second 
‘stints at their ‘favourite’ clubs, Let's face it, the only season he has 
been brought back is to win. Anything less at Juventus and Lippi 
too will be just a memory. 
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azio’s Argentine midfielder 
: Juan Veron says he is not 

Argentina’s Juan Veron 
has set his mind on joining 
Manchester United and hopes to 
sign for the English champions 
this week. 

“I definitely want to sign for the 
club. It would fill me with pride to 
wear the shirt of Manchester 
United,” the Lazio midfielder was 
quoted as saying in the British daily 
The Mirror. 

“As soon as everything is sorted 
‘out I will come to Manchester for 
the medical,” Veron, who helped 
Lazio win the Italian Serie A title 
last year, said. 

“Tt is a club that is special world- 
wide. As far as I'm aware there are 
no real obstacles to prevent me join- 
ing Manchester. My representatives 
will go to Manchester to meet the 
club’s chief executive this week and 
surely they will come away with an 
agreement.” 

Veron told The Mirror he had 
decided to pursue his career in the 
premier league with help from for- 
mer Lazio coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson, now in charge of the 
England team. 

“T spoke extensively wth Mr 
Eriksson, with whom I have an 
excellent rapport,” the 26-year-old 


Lazio’s star Sebastian Veron answers media questions outside 
the Italian soccer headquarters in Milan, Italy. Veron was acquit- 
ted irra false passport scandal. 


told The Mirror from his holiday 
home in Florida. 

Veron’s transfer is expected to go 
through for 23.5 million pounds 
($33 million). British and Italian 
media have reported that officials of 
both clubs met in the Netherlands 
on Friday to continue negotiations: 
that began earlier in the month. 

‘The transfer appeared originally 
to depend on the verdict of the 
Italian league in the case of fake 


=] VERON OPTS FOR MAN UTD 


passports used by numerous players, 
mainly South Americans, to obtain 
European Union citizenship. 

Veron was absolved of blame in 
his case in wich he had been 
charged with obtaining “an Italian 
passport on the premise of a false 
great, great grandfather. 

‘Veron said that United’s show of 
faith in him by making an offer 
before the Italian league's dicipli- 
nary hearing in the fake passports 
case also helped with his decision, 

“They came to me before the dis- 
ciplinary sentence and they made 
me feel their interest and support,” 
he said. 

“After five years in Italy 1 was 
looking forward to playing in anoth- 
er country with a team of ambition 
and quality,” Veron said 


7 


Roma offers Pope 
Scudetto Shirt — 


e “may prefer pristine 
papal vestments, but 
now Pope John Paul has 


something a bit more sporty to 
wear — the first soccer shirt off 


foLoy 


jiorentina goalkeeper 
PRs Toldo, set to be 

transferred to Parma with 
Portuguese midfielder Manuel Rui 
Costa for $61 million to help the 
club pay off debts, has said he does 
not want to go. 

The Italy international told Italian 
website www.calciomercato.com that 
neither he nor Costa was the solution 
to Fiorentina’s financial difficulties. 

“T don’t want to be exchanged as if 
I were the person who has created 
problems for Fiorentina. Neither 
Toldo nor Rui Costa is the tight med- 
icine for Fiorentina’s ills.” he was 
quoted as saying. 

“I thank Parma for their inter- 
est...but for me and my career, I think 
Ineed to take a different route.” 

Toldo, well known in Italy for his 
outstanding performance at the 2000 
European Championships, was 
expected to go to Barcelona, who 
said earlier this month it had reached 
an agreement to sign him. 

“I had accepted the transfer to 
Barcelona without any problems 
because it could have been an impor- 
tant next step in my career,” Toldo 
said. 

“In all-honesty, I'm very unhap- 
py... My move to Barcelona was 
finalised, and now I discover that 
I've been sold twice.” 

Fiorentina said on Friday it had 


ag PAI EA, 


decided to sell Toldo and Costa to 
Parma for 140 billion lire ($61.24 
million) payable in two years. 

‘The deal comes a few days after an 
Ttalian tribunal opened a file to verify 
the club's economic and financial sit- 
uation. 

“Earlier this week, a Fiorentina 
board member said the club was 133 
billion fire ($58.17 million) in debt 
and that players would have to be 
sold to balance the books. 

Fiorentina said in a statement pub- 
lished on their official website that 
following the departures of Rui Costa 
and Toldo they would meet the judge 
in charge of the file for a “prelimi- 
nary talk in view of a hearing sched- 
uled for July 3” 


CLUBS APPE 


talian clubs plan to appeal against 
I: sanctions imposed by the 

Italian Football League’s discipli- 
nary committee last week on charges 
that they falsely obtained European 
Union passports for foreign players. 

AC Milan will appeal against a ruling 
banning Brazilian goalkeeper Dida for a 
year and fining the club $445,600 for 
their part in a false passport scandal, AC 
Milan's lawyer said. 

“The only information 1 can give 
regarding this decision is very simply that 
we will appeal.” said Leandro 
Cantamessa. * 

~"We" means both Milan and Dida.” he 


Francesco Toldo. 


added. 

Inter Milan also said they were prepar- 
ing an appeal against a 2.0 billion lire 
($891,200) fine and the ban on 
Uruguayan striker Alvaro Recoba and 
two club officials. 

Club vice-president Giuseppe Prisco 
said Inter’s legal office was already work- 
ing on an appeal against “a harsh verdict, 
against an error which we admit but 
which was made in good faith”. 

Others in the high-profile case said 
they would also appeal the rulings affect- 
ing seven clubs, which banned more than 
a dozen players and officials and levied 
million dollar fines. 


SWEEPING PASSPORT BAN 


the press from newly-crowned 
Italian champions AS Roma, 

The red afid gold strip embla- 
zoned with the coveted “scudetto” 
— a shield painted in the Italian 
flag’s red, white and green — was 
the first to be made after Roma’s 
success and is printed with the 
Pope’s surname “Wojtyla” and the 
number one. 

“Number one because the Pope 
is number one,” Roma President 
Franco Sensi told Vatican televi- 
sion last Friday, 

“Number one because Karol. 
Wojtyla played in goal when he 
was younger and number one 
because it is the first official scud- 
etto shirt to have been printed,” he 
added. & 

Sensi said the players would: 
hand the Pope his present when 
they got back from a post-season 
break and quipped: “For once 
they'll have respect for a 
goalie...Usually they don’t have 
respect for anyone”, 


Vicenza's director-general Rinaldo 
Sagramola said they would appeal a one- 
‘year ban slapped on his activities with the 
‘club as well as year-long bans on 
Brazilian players Jeda and Dede. 

“Naturally we will use all possible 
means Jo lodge appeals...both against the 
disqualifications and against the fines 
handed to me and the club,” Sagramola 
said. 

Udinese was hit hardest by the League 
rulings with four Brazilian players 


/banned for a year, a club official struck 


off for two and a fine of three billion lire 
($1.34 million). 
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Chelsea bring Petit 


back to England 


rance midfielder Emmanuel Petit 
F= signed for premier league 

Chelsea from Barcelona, Chelsea 
managing director Colin Hutchinson has 
said. 

Hutchinson told the club's official website 
that pre-contract agreements had been signed 
with both the Spanish club and the player. 

“We have signed contracts both with the 
club and with the player and as far as we are 
concerned he will be a Chelsea player from 
July 1,” Hutchinson said, 

“To cover ourselves, we lodged copies of 
these pre-contracts with the FA and the FA 
premier league two weeks ago. 

Chelsea were hopeful of completing the 
formalities last week, 

Petit, 30, left premier league Arsenal last 
year to join Barcelona”in a joint deal with 
Dutch forward Mare Overmars but failed to 
hold down a regular first team place with the 
Catalan club, 

Newspaper reports last week suggested 


DEADLINE 
FOR NEW 
WEMBLEY 


lhe British government has 

established a review of the 

project to redevelop 
London’s Wembley as a national 
stadium, demanding answers 
within eight weeks. 


Newly appointed Secretary of State 
for Culture, Media and Sport Tessa 
Jowell said in a statement that busi- 
nessman Patrick Carter would head 
the review. 

Jowell said his terms of reference 


were: “In the light of the FA’s 
announcement on May 1 about the 
project to develop a new English 
national stadium at Wembley for foot- 
ball and rugby league, to examine if 
the. project can be funded and man- 
aged at Wembley, or if that proved 
impractical, at another location in 
England. 

“The review should report to the 
government within eight weeks,” she 
said, 

Th May, England's Foothall 
Association said it had failed to raise 
funds to build a new national stadium 
at Wembley, putting the ambitious 
project under serious threat. 


premier league champions Manchester 


United were attempting to sign Petit, 


“You had better ask (manager) Alex 
Ferguson what is going on,” Hutchinson said. 
“But as far as I'm aware, Manchester 
United were told last week that Emmanuel 


Petit had signed for Chelsea.” 


| 


Emmanuel Petit: Returns to the premiership in 


Chelsea's colours. 


.. backs aggrieved Viera 


mmanuel Petit completed 
k: £7.5million transfer to 

‘Chelsea and then insisted 
he will support close friend 
Patrick Vieira if he carries out 
his threat to leave Arsenal. 

The pair formed an outstanding 
central midfield partnership for the 
Gunners, winning the Double in 
1998. before Petit left for 
Barcelona a year ago. Now Petit 
has returned to English football 
after 12 months of misery at the 
Catalan giants, but insisted his 
decision to leave Arsenal had not 
been a mistake. 

The 30-year-old, who has 
signed a three-year contract, 
denied reports Vieira had begged 
him (o re-join Arsenal. 

“I spoke to him two or three 
weeks ago but we did not speak 
about the future,” said Petit. 

“He just told me he was frus- 
trated that I Jeft Arsenal. For me, 
he is my close friend, If he leaves 
T will understand the situation — 
that’s never changed for me, he’s 


Patrick Vieira: Wants a 
move from Arsenal. 


my friend.” 
Vieira, also Petit's international 
team-mate for France, appears to 


him asa virtual unknown from AC 
Milan for £4million. 

So far, the Gunners have stood 
firm and insisted he is not for sale, 
and that his agent, Mare Roger, 
has been stirring up trouble, but 
Petit himself can understand why 
Vieira might want to move, 

He said: “I don’t have regrets at 
leaving Arsenal, I had to leave 
Arsenal because I needed some- 
thing else, I needed a new target in 
my life, 

“A year ago I was in trouble. I 
had some troubles in my mind and 
I thought it was because of the 
football. Some were, but some. 
were coming from me and after a 
year spent in Spain I realised that I 
teally missed English football.” 

That new challenge comes in 
the form of Chelsea, and Petit is 
expected to form a brand new cen- 
tral midfield partnership with 
Frank Lampard, an £11 million 


MAN UTD RESUME 


anchester United are 
set to renew their bid 
to sign Lazio mid- 


fielder Juan Sebastian Veron 


old has been one of the most 
consistent midfielders in the 
world over the past few years 
and helped Lazio to the Italian 
league and Cup double in his 
first season 2000. 

He joined the Rome club for 
$23.5 million and United would 
have to pay at least that to prize 
him away. 

It would be a morale-boost- 
ing buy for United manager 
Alex Ferguson, who has failed 
to Jand any of his recent targets 
as he bids to strengthen his 
squad for another Champions 
League campaign in his last sea- 


after the Argentine was 
cleared of any wrongdoing in 
the Italian fake passports 
scandal. 

United had been speaking to 
Veron earlier this year but the 
talks were put on hold until the 
outcome of the passports 
inquiry, Veron, who claimed an 
Italian passport by virtue of his 
Breal, great grandfather, was 
cleared last week. 

More than a dozen other 
players in Italy were banned and son at the club. 
several clubs handed heavy He chased three French inter- 
fines. nationals but drew a blank on 

‘The news about Veron was — each occasion as Parma’s Lilian 
welcomed by Unitedchiefexec- Thuram chose —_Juyentus, 
utive Peter Kenyon, who told Emmanuel Petit joined Chelsea 
the club's website: from Barcelona, while Bayern 

“We had discussions with Munich blocked any move for 
Veron prior to the hearing, Bixente Lizarazu. 


“These were put on hold until 

@ decision was made, Now 

he's clear we can review the HAMMERS BOSS: 
SEEKS TRUCE 
WITH DLGANIO 


position.” 
‘cw West Ham United 
manager Glenn Roeder 


Veron also made encourag- 
ing noises when he spoke to an 
Argentine radio station from 

is looking for assurances 
from Ialian striker Paolo di 
Canio over his future, 


Miami, where he is on holiday. 
Roeder is concerned about 


“Now that this weight has 
been removed I can start to 

media reports that Di Canio. is 
looking to leave Upton Park 


think about my future,"he told 

La Red of Buenos Aries, 
before the start of his frst season 
in charge, And he is hoping to 


“An Italian club has just 
meet with the former Sheffield 


have signalled to Arsenal that he 


swants 0 move, five years after 


manager Arsene Wenger signed 


ON RADZINSKI 


Tomasz Radzinski: Set to 
debut in the premier league 
with Everton, 

yerton are closing in on 

Bisicres striker Tomasz 

Radzinski — and are confi- 

dent of agreeing a $7million deal 
before the end of the week. 

Anderlecht turned down an opening 


offer of $5m and claimed they wanted 
at least $10m for the prolific Canada 


marksman. 

They have been forced to lower their 
sights after Newcastle and Leicester 
dropped out of the running and left the 
field clear for Everton manager Walter 
Smith to close in on his top target to fill 
the gap left by the $15m move to 
Arsenal of Francis Jeffers. 

Everton will step up their interest 
this week and are ready to resume talks 
that are expected to lead to a fee of 
around £4m being agreed between the 
two clubs. 

Smith believes Radzinski’s free- 
scoring form for Belgium champions 
Anderlecht makes him the ideal candi- 
date to succeed Jeffers alongside either 
Duncan Ferguson or Kevin Campbell in 
a new-look attack next season. 

Radzinski has expressed an eager- 
ness to test himself in the Premiership 
and has applied pressure to Anderlecht 
over reducing the asking price and 
clearing the way for a move to 
Goodison Park. 


signing from West Ham. 


not be going to either Real 
“ S Madrid or Barcelona 
The hard-running 26-year- 


BREWS AT HAMMERS 


est Ham United have ruled out any bid for strik- 
er evel Kanoute — despite the Frenchman 


ing he wants to join premier league rivals 


paki 

Kanoute sparked the transfer speculation by telling Sky 
Sports television on Thursday that he wanted to join compa- 
triot Jean Tigana at Fulham. 

"IL would like to play for Fulham because I like the way they 
play and | know Mr Tigana who coached me at Lyon when | 
was younger," said Kanoute. 

“It's not that something has gone wrong, but that something 
has-changed 

"The manager Harry Redknapp has gone and so have a few 
players also, like Rio Ferdinand and Frank Lampard.” 

Sky also reported that Fulham had made an eight million 
pound offer for the French under-2! international. 

Bui West Ham managing director Paul Aldridge dismissed 
the Fulham bid as “laughable” and insisted the 23-year-old 
Was nol going anywhere. 

“He's not for sale and we've made it clear that we see Fredi 
as part of our future." he told the club's website. 

"We've not heard anything from Fredi about him being 
unhappy here either. As for Fulham's reported bid of eight 
million pounds, that's laughable. 

"We've already turned down offers well in excess of that 
figure. Fredi's agent himself has told us before that he could 
deliver more than 11 million pounds for Fredi if we were ever 


called me but the talks with 

Manchester United are already 
Wednesday man as soon as possi- 
ble to establish what the situation 


ata good sta 
is 


ccan one start to speak calmly.” 

Veron said he was happy to 
talk to most interested clubs 
but said he would definitely 

Even though the Malian. was 
critical Of the club for failing to 
appoint a big name successor to 

Harry Redknapp, Roeder insists 
there is no problem between them, 

And he claimed he knows 
nothing of reports that Di Canio is 
set to join up with his countryenan 
Gianluca Vialli at Watford 

He told the London Evening 
Standard; “That's just paper talk 
and some papers are just making 
mischief between inyself and 
Paolo, 

“AML L would like from him is 
‘when he comes back to pre-season 
training he will tell me be wants to 
continue playing for the club. 

“He is one of the best trainers 


al the club, very professional, and | 


he would agree that he wants to 
come back to his very best form, 

“At times, and he admitted it, | 
last year, he didn't always bit 
those heights because of his sinus 
problems. But that now has been 
‘operated on,” 

Roeder is also adamant that 
midfielder Treyor Sinclair will 
remain at Upton Park, despite sto- 
ries linking him with a move. 

He told the club's official web- 
site; “As far as I'm concemed 
what Trevor actually tells me is all 
that matters, 

“He has told me he is very 
happy at the club and wants to 
continue here, and he is certainly 
in my plans. We came to realise 
how much we miss him when he 
was out for 20 games.” 


prepared to consider selling him, which of course we're not." 
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FIFA 


World Rankings 


(Valid until July 18) 


France 818 
Brazil 196 
Argentina TH 
Italy 747 
Portugal Td 
Spain 733 
Czech Republic — 726 
Germany 720 
Netherlands TB 
Paraguay U4 
Yugoslavia 702 
Romania 696 
England 693 
Croatia 672 
Mexico 610 
Denmark 665 
United States: 665 
Colombia 660 
Norway 660 
Russia 659 
Sweden 657 
Ireland Republic 641 
Poland 638 
South Africa” 632 
Trinidad & Tobago628 
Belgium: 626, 


Slovakia 
Turkey 
Scotland 
Japan 
Egypt 
Chile 
Slovenia 
Korea Republic 
‘Cameroon 
Austria 
Uniguay 
Israel 

Cote d’ Ivoire 
Ukraine 
Eeuador 
Nigeria 
Bulgaria 
Costa Rica 
Jamaica 

Tran 

Australia 
Honduras 
Iecland 
Hungary 
Angola 
Greece 
Guatemala 
Peru 

Zambia 
Finland 
Thailand 
Switzerland 
Ghana 

China PR 
Uzbekistan 
UAE 

Bolivia 

‘Togo 

Liberia 


583 


581 


S78 
S17 


69 Burkina Faso 
70= Congo DR 
T0= Cyprus 
70= Zimbabwe 
73 Iraq 
T4 Kuwait 
75° Canada 
76 Macedonia FYR 
77 Estonia 
78= Bosnia-Herze. 
‘78=. Georgia 
80 Senegal 
81 New Zealand 
82 Cuba 
83 Algeria 
84 Belarus 
§5=) Albania 
85> Haiti 
87s El Salvador 
87= Guinea 

= Indonesia 
89= Qatar 
91 Gabon 
92 Congo 
93 Namibia 
94 Syria 
95 Oman. 
96 Armenia 
97 Lithuania 
98. Lebanon 
99 Jordan 

100. Vietnam SR 
Lol Lawia 
102 Moldova 

103 Kenya 

104 Kazakhstan. 
105 Northern Ireland 
106 Wales 

107 Singapore 
108 Barbados 
109° Mali 

110. Malaysia 
IL Uganda 

112 Venezuela 
113° India 
114° Panama 

5 Libya 

116 Turkmenistan » 
117 Mozambique 
118 Sudan 
119= Bahrain 

119= Faroe Islands 
121= Azerbaijan 
122= Mauritius 
123. Madagascar 
124 Malawi 

125. Fiji 

126 Tahiti 
127 Lesotho 

128. St Lucia 
129= St Kitts & Nevis 
J29= St VincentGre. 
131= Solomon Islands 
131= Swaziland 
133. Malta 

134 Sierra Leone 
135= Burundi 
135= Hong Kong 


501 


488 


480 


47) 
471 


42) 
420 


383 


375 


363 
359 


356 


336 


324 
317 
3I7 
316 
312 
it 
311 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 
played yet do not appear in the tabi 


2 
x 
137, Grenada 299 
138 Yemen. 295 
139. Rwanda 293 
140 Myanmar 291 
14]. Tajikistan 273 
142 Ethiopia 27 
143° Surinam 268 
144 Luxemburg 264 
145 Andorra 255 


146 Palestine 
147 Bangladesh 252) 
148= Liechtenstein 248 


148= Maldives 248 
150 Korea DPR 247 
I5I= Sri Lanka 246 
151= Tanzania 246 
153 Antigua and Bar, 238 
154° Botswana 237 
155 Benin 229 
156 Nepal 220 
157. Dominica 2 
158° San Marino 213 
159 Bermuda 2it 
160 Gambia 209 


161 Cape Verde ls. — 208 
162 Cayman Islands 207 
163. Dominican Rep. 206 


164 British Virgin Is. 202 


165 Kyrgyzstan 195 


166° Laos 194 
167 Eritrea 190 
168 Vanuatu 186 
169 Chinese Taipei 183 
170 Cambodia 178 
171 Mauritania 177 
172 Chad 167 
173. Belize 158 
“174 Samoa 155 
175= Cook Islands: 153 
175= Guyana 153 
177 Tonga 152 


178. Philippines 143 
179. Nether. Antilles 127 
180, Central 

+African Rep. 123 
181 Guinea-Bissau 118 


182 Maco 5 
183, Bahamas 113 
184 Sao Tome 

Principe ut 
185. Pakistan 105 
186 Aruba 101 
187. Niger 9 
188. Mongolia 94 
189 Nicaragua 89 


190 Equatorial Guinea 87 
191 Brunei Darussalam 86 


192. Seychelles 80 
193. Djibouti tt 
194 Anguilla 65 
195. Papua New Guinea 62 
196 Somalia 7 
197 Puerto Rico 55 
198 US Virgin Islands 48 
199 Guam ® 


200. Turks and Caicos 1s.22 
201 American Samoa —_15 
202 Bhutan 4 
203. Montserrat a 
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Izzet to quit Leicester 


Muzzy Izzet: Seeks transfer from 
Leicester. 


BARCA SPLASH 
$18M ON GEOVANNI 


jurkish international midfielder 

| Muzzy Izzet could leave pre- 

mier league club Leicester 

City, the Daily Record newspaper has 
reported. 

Media reports haye suggested that 
Izzet, who began his career at Chelsea, 
is being courted by several clubs, 
including Scottish premier league 
champions Celtic. 

Celtic are managed by Martin 
O’Neill, who worked with 26-year-old 
Izzet when he was in charge of Leicester 
between 1995 and June of last year. 

“T've told my agent we will talk about 
any possible moves when I get back 


from holiday on June 27,” Izzett was 
quoted as saying in the Daily Record. 

“T signed a new three-year deal with 
Leicester at the start of last season. But 
Idon’t know if my future ligs with them, 

“Tt is difficult to say anything right 
now although I haven’t heard anything 
directly from Celtic yet.” 

The London-born midfielder left 
Chelsea for Leicester im a 650,000 
pounds deal in July 1996 and has made 
200 appearances for the Filbert Street 
club. 

Leicester signed midfielder Dennis 
Wise from Chelsea for 1.6 million 
pounds last week. 


BELLAMY CONCLUDES 


Spanish media after leay- 
ing the meeting. 


arcelona —_ have 
agreed an $18 mil- 
lion deal to sign “We've been negotiat- 


Brazilian forward — ing and now an agreement 
Geoyanni from _ has been signed. 
Cruzeiro, Spanish media “He’s a very quick 


player with good skill. 
He's one of the most com- 
plete players in Brazil.” 
Geovanni is currently 
with Brazil preparing for a 
World Cup qualifier 


reported last week. 
Cruzeiro president Jose 
Perrella de Oliveira Costa 
announctd the agreement 
after a meeting with 
Barcelona officials at the 


NEWCASTLE DEAL 


eweastle United, 
say they have 
agreed personal 


terms with striker Craig 
Bellamy and are making 
progress on a 

transfer deal) 

~ i) with his club, 
Coventry 

City. 


season for 6.5 million, 
pounds, 

The 22-year-old, who. 
suffered Achilles tendon’ 
problems ast season, 


Catalan club. 
“Its now all signed,” 
the Brazilian club's boss 


was quoted as saying by comment 


enfica’s Spanish 
under-21 interna- 
tional defender 


Carlos Marchena will join 
Valencia later this week, 
the Spanish club said last 
week. 

Valencia, Champions 
League runners-up in the 
last (wo finals, have sched- 
uled a presentation at their 
Mestalla Stadium. 


year. 


against Uruguay. 
Barcelona were not 
immediately available to 


VALENCIA SNATCH 
MARCHENA FROM BENFICA 


No financial details were 
available over the deal for 
Marchena, 
Spain to the silver medal at 
the Sydney Olympics last 


Valencia announced last 
week that Tenerife's Rafael 
Benitez will c 
next season i 
Hector Cuper, who has left 
to join Inter Milan. 


A New- 
castle state 
ment did’ not 
give 
details of 
their move for 
the Wales 
intemational. 

However, 
Coventry's 
offigial web- 
site said the 
two clubs had 
agreed a six- 
million+ 
pound fee and 
that Bellamy 


who helped 


medical at St. 
James’ Park. 
Bellamy 


ch the club 
sssion to 


further |: 


now faced a Craig Bellamy: Joins the Toon - 


Coventry from Norwich 
City before the start of last 


army. 

scored eight goals as 

joined Coventry were relegated 

from the premier league to 
the first division, 


Christian Ziege: May return to 
native Germany. 


SCHALKE EYE ZIEGE 


chalke 04 have 
Gerri Liver- 

pool’s German interna- 
tional defender Christian 
Ziege and are waiting for 
his response, the German 
first division club said last 
week. 

“There has been no final deci- 
sion yet. We're waiting for a fax, 
then we'll decide quickly,” 
Schalke coach Rudi, Assauer 
told the SID sports agency. 


Ziege, 29, joined Liverpool 
from Middlesbrough for 5.5 
million pounds ($7.78 million) 
last August but struggled to 
hold down a first-team place at 
Anfield last season. 

He has also been linked with 
Tottenham Hotspur, another 
English Premier League club. 

The transfer fee under dis- 
cussion was reported as 18 mil- 
lion marks ($7.92 million). 


heorghe Hagi, for- 
mer player with 
Steaua Bucharest, 


Real Madrid and 


Barcelona, was appointed 
last week as the new coach 
of Romania’s national 
squad, the Romanian 
Soccer Federation (FRF) 
president said. 

“The FRF’s board unani- 
mously appointed Hagi as 
the new coach of Romania’s 


le 


national team,” Mircea 
Sandu said. “His contract 
has immediate effect and is 
valid for the next three 
years.” 

Hagi replaced Ladislau 
Boloni, who quit the post 
last week to sign a lucrative 
three-year contract with 
Portuguese club Sporting 
Lisbon. 

id Sandu gave no financial 


. vardel: Bound for Marseille. 


details, but Hagi’s agent said 
earlier this week that money 


Gala offload 
Jardel to Marseille 


alatasaray have agreed with 
G= club Marseille to swap 
Brazilian striker Mario Jardel 
for midfielder Jerome Leroy and 
defender Sebastien Perez, the 
Turkish club said on Wednesday. 
“We have agreed in principle,” 
Anatolian news agency quoted 


Galatasaray vice-chairman Ali Durust as 


saying. 
“It won't be signed for two days. They 
will give us an amount of money plus 
Leroy and Perez in return for Jardel.” 
Marseille coach Tomislav Ivic said last 
week the club wanted to 
who scored six goals for G 
last season's Champions League. 


was not a significant issue 


for the player. 
Hagi, 36, signed the con- 
tract immediately after 


Sandu’s announcement, just 
three weeks after he ended 
his playing career with 
Turkey’s Galatasaray. 

“It’s a happy day for me 
and I hope to preserve this 
mood over the next three 
years,” a visibly touched 
Hagi said during the signing 
ceremony. “It’s a great chal- 
lenge...but, if you don’t like 
the wolf, you don’t enter the 
forest.” 

Hagi promised to contin- 
ue his predecessor’s work 
with the national team, vow- 
ing to qualify for the 2002 
World Cup finals. 

“Boloni did good work 
and T’ll continue to. pump 
fresh blood into the national 
team,” he said. “I’m assum- 
ing responsibility for the 
national team’s results, its 
technical progress and also 
for the players’ morality.” 

Romania currently lie in 
second place in* European 
World Cup group eight with 
their next games coming 
away to Hungary on 
September 5 and at home to 
Georgia on October 6. 

Hagi played 125 matches 
for his country, captaining 
them 86 times and scoring 
35 goals. He also helped 
Galatasaray to the 2000 
UEFA Cup and, in 1987, he 
scored the winning goal for 
Steaua Bucharest to secure 
the European Super Cup. 


lormer France 
Finite Alain 
Giresse is. set to 
coach Morocco’s Royal 
Armed Forces next sea- 
son, he said last week. 
Giresse, who has had 
spells coaching Toulouse 
and Paris St Germain in 
recent seasons, said he 
had reached a deal ‘in 
principle” to join the 
Rabat club, who play in 
Morocco's top division. 
‘Tm not going to 
Morocco because I've 
had enough with French 
football," he said in an 
interview with Toulouse 


daily La. Depeche du 
Midi. 

“But I had no offers in 
the French first: division 
for next season. If every- 
thing materialises, it is a 
challenge that appeals to 
me,” he added. 

Giresse began his 
career as a coach in 1996 
with Toulouse before 
joining Paris St Germain 
briefly in 1998 and return- 
ing to Toulouse last sea- 
son. 

He was sacked halfway 
through the season 
because of poor results, 


John Aloisi: Heads for Spain 


i ei 


Hagi is Romania’s sweat merchant 


Hagi: Illustrious playing career culminates in national team job. 


MONACO LOSE CHRISTANVAL 


arcelona haye com- 
pleted the signing of 
French defender 


Philippe Christanyal from 
Monaco. Christanval had a 
medical at the club last 
week and returned 24 
hours later to sign a five- 
year contract. 

‘Tm delighted to get the 
chance to play for Barcelona 
because it’s the best club in 
the world,” said Christanval. 

“This is the most impor- 
tant step in my career.” 

News of a £6.5 million 
deal for Christanval broke in 
Spain last month but Monaco 
Officially denied the reports. 
Barcelona did not give 
details of the fee. 

Christanval is the first 


ALOIS! NOW A 
‘SPANIARD’ 


sasuna —_ have 


Aloisi from Coventry 
City, the Spanish first 


division club said last 
week. 

Aloisi, who moves fora 
fee of about $1.70 million, 
will sign a four-year con- 
tract and was presented to 
the media on Monday, the 
club said. 


player to sign for Barcelona 
since the end of the Spanish 
league season in what is 
expected to be a hectic sum- 
mer of transfer activity. 
Barca last week concluded 
a deal to sign Brazilian for- 
ward Geovanni # 
from Cruzeiro for | 


£12 million, 
while his country. 
man, Fabio 


Rochemback is 
also wanted by 
the club. Barca have signed 
pre-contracts with 
Argentines Javier Saviola 
and Juan Roman Riquelme 


TO BARCA 


from River Plate and Boca 
Juniors respectively, 
although neither transfer has 
been concluded 

weeny Long-serving cap- 
- \ tain Pep Guardiola 
has already 
. announced his 
| intention to leave 
© ona free transfer, 


coil) while French mid- 


fielder Emmanuel Petit has 
joined Chelsea. 


Villa plot Yorke’s 
second coming 


‘ohn Gregory is 
ready to test Sir 
Alex  Ferguson’s 


resolve to keep Dwight 


Yorke by making a 
renewed bid for his for- 
mer striker, 

The Aston Villa manag- 
er failed in his attempt to 
lure Frederic Kanoute 
away from West Ham and 
will now tum his attentions 
back to Yorke. 

Gregory made one ten- 


tative enquiry as’ soon as 
last season had finished 
but was told that 
Manchester United wanted 
to recoup all of the 
£12.6million they paid 
Villa for the 29-year-old 
three years ago. 

Villa now hope that 
Ferguson has finally tired 
of Yorke’s high-profile pri- 
vate life and will pitch an 
offer at around £8m. 
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France's Djibri'Cisse celebrates his goal against Germany, during an under-20 World 
Cup game at Chateau Carrera stadium in Cordoba, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


Brazil's Robert, (right),battles for the ball with Australia's Wayne Srhoj during their » 
second round clash in the U-20 World Cup in Argentina, last week. Australia lost 0-4 
thus going out of the Championship. 


tina's Leandro Romagnoli, (right) battles for the ball with Song Yan, of China, last Brazil's Fernando Men i 
= egazzo (left) fights for the ball with Sulley Muntari of Ghana in 
week during their under-20, soccer World Cup second round match in the quarter finals of the FIFA World Youth Championship played in Cordoba. Brazil 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. were surprisingly beaten 2-1. 


